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OCCUPIED H^USALEM {hgpada ) — An IsratS coon garvea irarirog 
JcwifoWist Bank settler I fooMflomli se nten c e Monday fia Hffing a 
Pa testfnfew tatt deferred mrafiqg oo whether he would tetvc the lime in a 
J»3- Id foe WtstBank riOagr of Bani Naim, a Palestinian woman who 
aBcgefortriedTursttb w-'roUfer wss shot and criticoHy wounded oo 
Mondagr.tqr aaotbersafcfier. 'VtSagetx identified hex as Nariman Man- 
ageh^-The ootg tfauo dWirfBg Wafiened guilty of causing dead) through 
e in foe Aweary 19&kjIfingaL2frye&r-6ld Rabah Hussein 
in 'Bd&f tfBage, 15 laftwaeires north of Jerusalem. The court 
■aid ft WMiUdecidem-Aag. 29 whether to sentence WaOnada to four 
month s hi prisoo or jatt to pubfie service. He was fined S3.400 and also 
^ven a i2rtBomh «ntei»: sospended-ft>r two years. WaUerstcin. a 
rcfkmal leader of the setdera, ciaaned he acted out of self-defence. 
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Mitterrand suggests EC summit 

PARIS (R) — French President Francois Mitterrand said on Monday 
European Community (EC) heads of state should consider bolding an 
emergency meeting to debate developments in the Soviet Union. He told 
French television that such a meeting would be worthwhile following 
Tuesday's meeting of EC foreign ministers in the Hague on the overthrow 
of President Mikhail Gorbachev. “U's worth deeper study, joint measures 
and immediate action ro (put pressure on) the Soviet Union,” he said. But 
he said it was premature to speak of sanctions against Moscow. New 
Soviet leader Gennady Yanayev has informed Chancellor Helmut Kohl 
that President Gorbachev is in safety and not under any threat, a German 
government spokesman said in Bonn. The letter, delivered, by Soviet 
Ambassador Vladislav Terekhov, said Moscow would continue its current 
reforms and foreign policy, spokesman Norben Schaefer said. It also 
explained the new leadership's reasons for ousting Gorbachev, he added. 
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ardliners topple Gorbachev 


Yanayev, with support from military and 


puts up 


King, Assad assess impact of 
Gorbachev ouster on Mideast 


^ Combined agency dispatches 


U COMMUNIST HARDLINERS 
Be* backed by tank columns seized 
feiju ppwer Monday from President 
tak Mikhail Gorbachev in a coop that 
k (J threatened the reforms he used to 
ajy transform the Soviet Union and 
feu? end the cold war. But the seizure 
*?\ot power ran into a defiant chaf- 
an . tenge from radical leader Boris 
* Yeltsin. 

hw Mr. Gorbachev was detained at 

. ® his vacation home in the Crimea, 
'Oft said a spokesman for. Mr. Yeltsin, 

- president of the Russian Repub- 
lic. 

- Vice-President Gennady Yanayev, 

..** who took over as president, darned 
Mir. Gorbachev was “very tired" nod 
was undergoing treatment for ill 
tori? health, though he declined to discuss 
ngn Mr. Gorbachev's exact wbereabouts- 
jdjj The action was widely perceived as a 
* * ' coup. 

“• Mr. Gorbachov was to have re- 
turned Monday for Tuesday's signing 
of a treaty^, opposed by hanflmers. 
Iknc that would have given the restive 
republics more power at the expense 
long of the Opimnonirt-doininatcd central 
rnfe government. ' . 

Mr- -Yanayev said be was taking 
-Jr under a state of emergency and ' 

_ -5 was supported by an eight-member 

committee that indudes the KGB and 
sprat top raflkery ami pofioe officiate, 
r. b He said at a (Hess conference, buci 

his go vermneiH: intended‘s continue. 
io pursue the rcfonnsJhar Mr. Gor- 
T“ bacbev started in. 1905." 

Hundreds of armoured vehicles 
°®* : poured into Moscow, and kmg col- 
totei- nmiff of janis. Ctaumed up the pave- 
. ends . meat. Dozens of armoured vesicles 
non' surrounded the Russian Federation 
•for building. ■ 

Thousands of demonstrators filled 
the rain-soaked streets of central 
J™*- Moscow, daubed on top tanks and 
personnel carriers, and confronted 
■ soldiers i&«bontiog matches. • • 

“We won’t stand for it” cried 
■ Muscovite Alexander MuzftJn. * 

W . Mr. .Ydtsou the nation’s -other 
best-fcoown leader, quickly became 

5 World stu 
| markets ii 

^FINANClXt ..MARXETS 
, Tiff plunged mtocqtifuson and world 
cjk» r leaders weresfeinned Monday af- 
n! ia aJ ter the Soviet announcement that 
Mikhail Gorbachev had been 
art ^ by hardfioe conservatives. 
Sffi* ^Vice-Frisgideilt Gennady 


^ 5 president With the, support of 

i k*i« defence tmtuster; the ~KGB 
^ Iff wi police eftidfe and other offi- 



Gennady Yanayev 

the tones of resistance, climbing atop 
one of the vehicles and urging the 
Russian people to fight back with an 
immediate genera] strike. 

Mr. Yeltsin appealed to the aimed 
forces to reject orders from the com- 
mittee, saying it was illegal. 

“Soldiers, officers and generals. 
The clouds of tenor and dictatorship 
are gathering over the whole coun- 
try,” be said.'They must not be 
allowed to bring eternal night." 

- Some soldiers fraternised with wor- 
ried crowds on Moscow streets. But 
there were no immediate reports of 
any units disobeying the orders of 
Defuse* Minister Dmitry Yazov, who 
. is fr member of the emergency com- 
mittee. 

The Soviet' aimed forces have fol- 
lowed the orders of die ruling Com- 
munist Party since the Bolshevik -Re- 
volution of 1917. . 

The hardliners, beaded by Mr. 
Yanayev. set up the eight-member 
leadership committee called the State 
Committee for the State of Emergen- 
cy, which declared a six-month state 
of emergency in (he country. Mr. 
Yanayev was declared acting presi- 
dent. 

The committee includes the heads 

(Continued on page 5) 

Yanayev — *a convinced Cem- 
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By a Jordan Hines Staff Reporter 

HIS MAJESTY King Hussein 
and Syrian President Hafez A1 
Assad held talks in the Syrian 
port city of Latakia Monday and, 
according to official sources in 
Amman, the focus of the discus- 
sions was expected to be the 
impact of the changes in the 
Soviet Union on the Middle East 
peace process following the ous- 
ter of President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev. 

The Jordan News Agency, Pet- 
ra, said the King, who arrived in 
Latakia early Sunday, and Presi- 
dent Assad “reviewed the de- 
velopments in political efforts to 
end the Arab-lsraeli conflict and 
solve the Palestinian problem.” 

The agency said the King and 
President Assad “exchanged 
views on the peace process and 
the proposed solutions for the 
Arab-lsraeli conflict” and agreed 
to maintain coordination between 
Jordan and Syria. 

Also discussed were means to 
enhance bilateral relations and 
follow-up work on the imple- 
mentation of decisions made by 
the Joint Jordanian- Syrian High- 
er Committee, Petra said. 

Senior sources said in Amman 
that while the central theme for 
the two leaders’ talks remained 
the Middle East peace process, 
tire focus had shifted to the 
dramatic developments in Mos- 
cow and their effect on efforts to 



His Majesty King Hussein with Syrian President Hafez Al Assad at the 
Syrian port city of Latakia Monday 


convene a Middle East peace 
conference in October. 

“The central theme of the 
King’s talks with President Assad 
will be the possible impact of the 
Soviet changes on the Middle 
East peace process and other 
related issues,” said one official 
source. 

The Latakia talks were 
attended by Prime Minister.Tah- 
er Masri, Royal Court Chief 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker, and 
Foreign Minister Abdullah En- 
sour as well as Minister of Youth 
Saleh Irsheidat and Jordan’s 
Ambassador to Syria Nayef Al 
Hadid. 


On the Syrian side, the talks 
were attended by Vice-President 
Abdul Halim Khaddam, Prime 
Minister Mahmoud Al Zoubi, 
Foreign Minister Farouq Al Shar- 
aa arid Syria’s Ambassador to 
Jordan Majid Abu Saleh. 

The King's visit to Syria — 
scheduled prior to the early Mon- 
day ouster of Mr. Gorbachev — 
is his second after the Gulf war 
ended in late February. On 
March 25, the King visited 
Damascus and held talks with 
President Assad on coordination 
of positions towards American 
efforts ro arrange Arab-lsraeli 
peace talks. 


in chaos 


:U.S. Freskfcflt George Bush 
died h a “distmiang develop- 

^nt” Whkh he said could affect 
jations with the United States. 
But Mr.-Bush said al his- hoH- 

ijy togne Ja K er m eb un kport , 

Sne, be expected the Soviet 
wn to- live up to its commit- 
Tnts and treaty obligations. 
British Pritne.Mznister -John 
(jot said Mr. Gorbachev had 
hnsiooved byan “uhconstitn- 
nal seizure - of power” but 
*d this would not signal a 
(&n to tlte cqld war. Former 
Writer Margaret Thatcher 
fd Soyic t petite to protest on 
^Streets fm. democracy, 
gtish officials said western 
tere may Kxmsidfcr holding 
■?. _taJUcs : m£: the situation. 
£said Kfr: Major talked by 
Rhone wifii other leaders 
i ^* a Y’>*ud' “French President 
^ ^ Mitterrand raised the 
iw.a- S timftnt - i 
! ^Seo«ary<3«ieral Javier. 

E 9 c ; 9 q ®^» sffid it was too 
. judge the - new govern- 
the Sovjpt i Union but he 
Mr.' Gorbachev’s over- 
i ? : would not lead to a civil 

l . - : ■ ■ ■ 

f puoal markets were in tur- 
Eas reports from Moscow. 
’ *d the share sell-off 

j p years and sent the dollar 


to democracy. 

Czechodovak President Vaclav 
Havel compared Monday’s 
events in the Soviet Union with 
the crushing of the 1968 Prague 
spring liberalisation movement 
by Soviet tanks. 

“The developments in the 
Soviet Union cannot bat make us 


that cook placerat this time more 
than 20 years ago,” Mr. Havel 
told a news conference in Prague. 

Poland’s President Lech Wale- 
sa was ’’very much concerned by 
the developments in the Soviet 
Union,” a spokesman said. 

In Hungary Prime Minister 
Jozsef AntaD called in his govern- 
ment’s crisis staff to discuss Mr. 
Gorbachev's removal. Hungarian 
Radio said. 

The North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation (NATO) called an 
emergency meeting of senior offi- 
cials for later Monday at the 
alliance ’s Brussels headquarters. 

“The recent developments ... 
are reasons for great concern,” 
NATO Secretary-General Man- 
fred Woemer said in a statement. 

European Community foreign 
ministers will assess relations with 
Moscow at an emergency meeting 
on Tuesday, Dutch Foreign 
Minister Hasn van den Broek 
said. 

Many governments said they 
were deeply concerned and con- 
vened crisis sessions. 

Belgian Foreign Minister Mark 
Eyskens said: “There’s ... major 
anxiety in all the Western capitals 
and, I imagine, also in countries 
in central and eastern Europe.” 

German Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl, Mr. Gorbachev’s closest 
Western aBy, broke off his holi- 
day, a government spokesman 


Jordan withholds comment on Soviet 
events; officials see profound impact 


By Nermeen Murad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Jordanian 
government issued no official 
comment on the sudden 
change of Soviet leadership 
Monday, but officials expected 
that the removal of President 
Mikhail Gorbachev from pow- 
er would have profound impact 
on international relations and 
could mean a qualitative 
change for political develop- 
ments in the Middle East. 

“Any political development 
of this magnitude is bound to 
have its impact on the global 
level with the Middle East 
being no exception," Informa- 
tion Minister Khaled Karaki 
told reporters. But, he added 
that it was too early to make 
any judgement “We are close- 
ly monitoring the develop- 
ments,’’ he said. 

A senior government official 
said the dramatic develop- 
ments in Moscow had shifted 
the focus of the talks that His 
Majesty King Hussein was hav- 





Mohammad Udwan 

ing with Syrian President 
Hafez Al Assad. 

“The central theme of the 
King's talks with President 
Assad will be posable impact 
of the changes in the Soviet 
Union on the Middle East 
peace process and other re- 
lated issues.” said the official, 
who asked for anonymity. 

Jordan’s ambassador to the 
Soviet Union. Mohammad 


Udwan, told the Jordan Times 
that “major qualitative 
change” was expected after the 
removal of Mr. Gorbachev. 

"It will not just be cosme- 
tic,” Dr. Udwan said in a 
telephone interview from Mos- 
cow. “Change will be trans- 
lated into different policies 
both externally and internal- 
ly.” 

“If the leadership succeeds 
in maintaining power there will 
be change with the West and 
either way that will be re- 
flected on regional problems, 
including the Middle East, v he 
said. 

“We have to expect major 
changes internationally,” he 

added. 

The ambassador expected 
that relations between the 
Soviet Union and Jordan “will 
not change drastically.” 

“Change will be within the 
overall global strategy, espe- 
cially towards the Middle 
EaSt,” Dr. Udwan said. 

(Continued on page 5) 


Bush ‘disturbed,’ cuts aid 


pcow*s former East bloc 
^pressed oonoeni over the 
;of the man whose reforms.. 
? the way:for-tb<sr moves 


"This pots a big question mark 

(Continued on page 5) 
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KENNEBUNKPORT, Maine 
(Agencies) — President George 
Bush Monday called the stunning 
coop that ousted Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev “a disturbing 
development” and questioned 
whether the Soviet people would 
surrender newfound freedoms to 
a military regime. 

The president bad little in- 
formation about foe remarkable 
torn of events in Moscow. He 
said all U-S. aid to the Soviet 
Union was on hold and that he 
expected Western allies to adopt 
a simitiar stance. 

Mr. Bush was highly critical of 
tire coup, which he said violated 
the Soviet constitution. 

“This is a very hardline group 
that has elected to take matters 
into their own hands,” Mr. Bush 
said. “I’ve said over and over 
again that we did not want to see 
a coup backed by the KGB and 
the military, and apparently that 
is what is under way.” 

Mr. Bush lamented the appa- 
rent foil of Mr. Gorbachev, the 
charismatic Soviet leader whose 
calls for reform helped usher is a 
new era of su^terpowur relations 
daring the Regan and Bush admi- 


nistrations. 

“I always felt that he repre- 
sented the best opportunity to see 
reforms go forward,” Mr. Bush 
said of Mr. Gorbachev. “He rep- 
resented enormous productive 
and fantastic change, and 1 think 
throwing him out in this manner 
is counterproductive, totally.” 

“Clearly it’s a distrabing de- 
velopment ... and it could have 
serius consequences for the 
Soviet society and its relations 
with other countries, including 
foe United States,” Mr. Bush 
said. 

Whie House spokesman Ro- 
man Popadhik said Mr. Bush cut 
short his vacation to return to the 
White House Monday, remaining 
overnight to meet in the morning 
with Secretary of State James 
Baker, and swear in foe new U.S. 
ambassador to the Soviet Union, 
Robert Strauss. 

He plans to return to his vac- 
tion home on tire Maine seacoast 
on Tuesday, Mr. Popadhik said. 
He did not elaborate. 

Mr. Bush stopped short of con- 
demning foe shakenp but said a& 
U.S. aid to ibe Soviet Union was 
on hold. And be pointedly said: 


“Coups can fail.” 

“What hasn't been beard from 
yet is the people in the Soviet 
Union,” he said. 

“dearly it’s a disturbing de- 
velopment,” Mr. Bush said.' 
"There’s no question about that. 
And it could have serious con- 
sequences.” 

Mr. Bush repeatedly referred 
to notes while making his cau- 
tious statmeot, and his National 
Security- Adviser, Brent Scow- 
croft stood by his side in a small 
cottage on the Bosh compound in 
Kennebunkport. Mr. Bush' 
offered praise for Mr. Gor- 
bachev, said to be under bouse 
arrest in the Crimea as tanks 
patrolled the streets of Moscow. 

Mr. Bush could offer little in- 
sight on the day’s remarkable 
developments or their effect on 
U.S.-Soviet relations, including 
the arms race and plans for a 
Middle East peace conference 
later tins year- 

He said the situation was “still 
quite murky” and that be was in 

(Co n tinu ed on page 5) 
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KGB, assumes power 
America’s dominating role in 
Mideast could be undercut 


By Latnis K. Andooi 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — If the new hardline 
Communist Soviet leadership suc- 
ceeded in holding the country 
together, Moscow will be able to 
reassert its traditional influence in the 
Middle East and will consequently 
undercut Washington's monopoly of 
the regional peace process, according 
to Jordanian and Palestinian analysts. 

But if the abrupt change triggered a 
civil war or the pro- Western refor- 
mists prevailed in a power struggle, 
the Soviet role will be further under- 
mined, consolidating the U.S. and 
Israeli interests in the region, they 
say. 

A reassertion of the traditional 
Soviet role will provide the counter- 
balance aspired by the Arab side to 
the American support of Israel ai the 
proposed Middle East peace confer- 
ence, the analysts maintain 

In the immediate term, however, 
the changes might hinder the peace 
process as the U.S. is expected to 
reconsider the Soviet co-sponsorship 
of the peace conference, which was 
supposed to onvene next October. 

"We have to remember that the 
peace conference was based on a 
deep American-Soviet understand- 
ing." said Palestinian Communist 
Party leader Suleiman Najjab. 

Mr. Najjab, a member of the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation’s (PLO) 
Executive Committee, expressed 
hope that the new changes wiO result 
in “genuine co-sponsorship of the 
peace conference away from subservi- 
ence to American policies." 

“A reassertion of the Soviet role 
and political weight will restore the 
balance to international politics and 
f acil i tate a balanced application of 
United Nations resolutions and inter- 
national law in the Middle East with- 


Iraq, Libya 
welcome 


Soviet 

change 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — Iraq 
Monday welcomed the ouster of 
Soviet President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev and expressed hope the 
change in leadership will restore 
"the correct international ba- 
lance.” 

Baghdad Radio said the ruling 
Revolution Command Council, 
in a meeting chaired by President 
Saddam Hussein, said in a state- 
ment that it still considers the 
Soviet Union a friendly country 
but that Iraq had been banned by 
the policies of the previous Soviet 
government 

“Therefore, it is natural for us 
to welcome this change, as do the 
countries and nations that were 
hurt by the policies of the former 
regime.” the council said in the 
statement aired on the radio. 

“We hope that this changes will 
contribute towards restoring the 
correct international balance to 
prevent hegemony and aggres- 
sion on the rights of nations ami 
the sovereignty of states and to 
order international relations on 
the basis of equality, respect for 
sovereignty and legitimate 
mutual interests,” the statement 
said. 

Iraq will positively respond to 
every initiative of friendship from 
foe Soviet Union in its new age. 
We wish it success in the tasks it 
has announced in the statement 
issued by foe new Soviet lead- 
ership,” the Iraqi statement said. 

Iraq’s reference to foe “correct 
international balance” seemed to 
reflect a change in Soviet lead- 
ership might limit U.S. influence. 

Iraq’s state television inter- 
rupted normal programmes to 
broadcast reports on Mr. Gor- 
bachev’s removal without com- 
menting on them. 

Prior to foe Gulf war, tire 
Soviet Union was a major arms 
supplier and ally of Iraq. Howev- 
er, after Iraq's invasion of Kuwait 
foe Soviet Union joined with the 
United States and other U.N. 

(Continued cm page 5) 


out the double standards imposed by 
the U.S.” said Dr. Munir Hamar- 
neh, a prominent analyst from the 
leadership of the Jordanian Commun- 
ist Party. 

Many analysts and officials in the 
Arab World believe that had ibe 
Soviet Union maintained its role as a 
superpower the U.S. would not have 
been able to launch and lead an 
international alliance against Iraq. 

The consolidation of the U.S.’ in- 
fluence in the Middle East as a result 
of the Gulf war is viewed by analysis 
as a source of a dangerous political 
and military imbalance which has 
given Washington and Israel the up- 
per hand in determining the course of 
the peace process. 

Prior to the collapse of the Soviet 
Union's role as a superpower, many 
Arab countries, especially Jordan, 
and the PLO had long sought an 
active Soviet role in an international 
conference. 


NEWS ANALYSIS 


But the U.S. had only recently 
accepted a Soviet co-sponsorship, 
which many Arabs regard as superfi- 
cial and an indication of Mr. Gor- 
bachev’s subservience to the West 
rather than an assertion of Moscow's 
role. 

Critics and opponents ol the cur- 
rent peace process have constantly 
argued that in the absence of an 
effective Soviet role and an Arab 
military counter-balance to Israel — 
which was dealt away with the Iraqi 
defeat in the Gulf war — the prop- 
osed peace conference would amount 
to Arab capitulation. 

In the past the Soviet Union sup- 
ported an independent and effective 
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Mikhail Gorbachev 

representation of the PLO at the 
conference, the establishment of an 
independent Palestinian state, an ac- 
tive major role for the United Nations 
at the conference and complete 
Israeli withdrawal from the Arab 
territories occupied in 1967, including 
East Jerusalem. 

But Mr. Gorbachev had effectively 
dropped these Soviet demands by 
accepting the American conditions 
and giving Washington the supreme 
lead in the peace process. 

The overthrow of Mr. Gorbachev 
has sparked hope that Moscow will 
pick up all or even some of its old 
demands to back foe Arab negotiat- 
ing position, analysts say. The hopes 
were strengthened by the fact that foe 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Palestinians pleased 
by Gorbachev’s fall 
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changes In Mos- 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) 
— Palestinians in the Israeli- 
occupied territories, convinced 
Kremlin cooperation with 
Washington harms their cause, 
welcomed the fall of Soviet Presi- 
dent Mikhail Gorbachev. 

“The changes in foe Soviet 
Union, perhaps, could reduce 
Israel's intransigence and tone 
down the blind support the Un- 
ited States gives to Israel,” said 
Jad Ishaq, a professor at the 
Vatican-run Bethlehem Universi- 
ty in the West Bank. 

“I am happy for what hap- 
pened. Perestroika has destroyed 
the Soviet Union internally and 
curtailed its international role, 
allowing the United States a free 
hand,” said Nablus businessman 
Said Kanaan. 

Palestinians are frustrated by 
the lack of achievements in their 
44-month-old struggle to end 
Israel's occupation. They hope a 
new Soviet leadership will back 
them in peace talks with Israel. 

Washington has been working 
with Moscow to organise a Mid- 
dle East peace conference in 
October. Though keen for Arab- 
lsraeli peace talks, Palestinians in 
foe West Bank and Gaza Strip 
oppose U.S. and Israeli plans to 
exdude the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO). 

News of Mr. Gorbachev’s over- 
throw gripped foe 1.7S million 
Palestinians in foe West Bank 
.and Gaza.Strip Monday. People 
going to work or shopping ex- 
changed happy remarks over Mr. 
Gorbachev's ouster. 

“No one in Gaza is sorry for 
him. Everyone says; ’to bell with 
him',” said a Palestinian journal- 
ist describing foe mood in the 
impoverished coastal area. 

- In Bethlehem, a Palestinian 
doctor who bad refused to listen 
to news (broadcasts since Iraq’s 
defeat in the Gulf war, said he 
was ending his boycott. 

Palestinians say Mr., Gor- 
bachev's permission for ' more 
than 250,000 Soviet Jews to mi- 
grate to Israel since 1989 and his 
support for Washington in the 
Gulf - war weakened Arabs and 
allowed Israel to dictate terms for 
peace talks. 

“Gorbachev sent thousands of 
Soviet Jews to Israel. He with- 
drew support to Arab countries 


and allowed the United States a 
free hand in world affairs,” said 
Abmad Al Yaziji, a leading 
physician in foe Gaza Strip just 
released from eight months' im- 
prisonment without trial. 

But some Palestinians, 
although happy with the change 
in Soviet leadership, remained 
pesimistic. 

“Gorbachev or someone else is 
the same. They are all a curse to 
our people,” said Dr. Mahmoud 
Al Zahhar, who identifies with 
Muslim fundamentalists in foe 
Gaza Strip. 

Israel seeks harder guarantees 

Israel Television reported that 
Israel plans to ask foe United 
States for stiffer guarantees it will 
keep foe Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) away from a 
proposed Middle East peace con- 
ference. 

The report came Sunday as 
Israel’s attorney general was re- 
ported examining whether 
Palestinian leader Faisal Hus- 
seini should be tried for meeting 
in London with Palestinian offi- 
cials. 

It quoted foe contents of a 
secret draft of an agreement 
being negotiated with the U.S.. 
which spells out Israel’s condi- 
tions for participating in the 
peace conference scheduled for 
October. 

Israel gave conditional approv- 
al to the conference plan when 
U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker visited earlier this month, 
but left details of guarantees it 
was seeking for further negotia- 
tion. 

The television report quoted 
portions of a paper worked out 
between Israeli officials and Mr. 
Baker’s aides this month, and 
said it would be pm before Mr. 
Baker later this week. 

Some of foe conditions were 
hard for the United States to 
accept, tlie repent said. 

It said that in addition to asking 
a U.S.. commitment to keep the 
PLO away from the negotiating 
table. Israel wanted a promise 
from that Washington will not 

; (Continued from page 2) 
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Israelis call for massive 
evacuation of Soviet Jews 


TEL AVTV (Agencies) — Israeli 
officials called Monday for prepa- 
rations for a possible large wave 
of Soviet Jewish immigration fol- 
lowing the ouster of Soviet Presi- 
dent Mikhail Gorbachev. 

Mr. Gorbachev, whose six 
years of rule transformed the 
Soviet Union from a repressive 
nation into a freer society, was 
declared unable to perform his 
duties and Vice-President Gen- 
nady Yanayev said in an 
emergency decree that be was 
taking over as. president. 

In mid-1989, the Soviet Union 
opened its gates to Soviet Jews. 
Since then over 290,000 Soviets 
javs immigrated to Israel. 

A statement released by Sim- 
cha Dinitz head of the quasi- 
govemmenial Jewish Agency re- 
sponsible for immirgation, said 
he hoped “the gates of immigra- 
tion will continue to remain open 
and that there be no change in 
Soviet policy regarding that." 

Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
was “following the situation and 
looking for more information,” a 
statement from his office said. 

Uri Gordon, head of the Jew- 
ish Agency’s immigration depart- 
ment, told Israel Radio:" The 
only thing we can do at this time, 
is of all to make immediate 
emergency preparations in Israel 
... because it is very possible that 
in a very snort time, large num- 
bers of Jews will arrive." 

Science Minister Yuvai Nee- 
man, too, said Israel “has to 
prepare to absorb many Jews if 
they are allowed to leave." 

Mr. Neeman noted that KBG 
Chaiitnan Vladimir Kryuchkov, 
one of the eight members of the 
emergency committee, had 
spoken in a televised speech to 
the Soviet parliament against the 
immigration, calling it a "brain 
drain" that was planned as a 

Ethiopia 

denies 

Israeli 

claims 

ADDIS ABABA^(AP) — 
Ethiopia Monday vehemently de- 
nied Israeli claims that it had 
agreed to aiiow the immigration 
of 2,6 CO Ethiopian Jews left be- 
hind after a dramatic airlift of 
thousands of Jews in May. 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
said in a statement that there was 
no agreement on the immigration 
of" the Ethiopian Jews to Israel 
and that the government had not 
discussed the subject with Israeli 
?Vihonties. 

“The transitional government 
c? Ethiopia categorically states 
that no, repeat, no such agree- 
ment exists and in fact the gov- 
ernment has never even discussed 
such an issue with the govern- 
ment of Israel or any other par- 
ty," the statement said. 

The transitional government of 
the Ethiopian People's Revolu- 
tionary Democratic Front, which 
seized control after President 
Mengistu Haile Mariam resigned 
and f led May 21 in the face of the 
rebel advance, has said it is not 
opposed in principle to the im- 
migration of the Jews. 

But the statement did not 
elaborate on why the transitional 
government was taking this stand 
on immigration question. 

The statement contradicted re- 
ports in Israel Friday first by the 
news media and later by the 
Israeli foreign ministry that said 
Ethiopia had agreed to allow the 
Jews to leave and that the first 
group of 690 would be brought to 
Israel before the Sept. 9 Jewish 
new year. 

The remaining 2.000 Jews were 
to travel from their villages in the 
Gonder province to the capital, 
about 700 kilometres away, and 
then fly to Israel on commercial 
airliners. 


“Western plot." 

‘So I hope that in any case the 
situation will not end up with the 
doting of the gates,” he added on 
Israel Radio. 

About 60,000 Soviet Jews, 
according to Jewish Agency fi- 
gures, hold exit permits. 

“Many will want to leave," said 
Mr. Gordon, “because all of us 
are aware that this may be the 
end of the Gorbachev regime and 
if God forbid there will be civil 
war there, the Jews want to leave 
in very large numbers.” 

The Jewish Agency was meet- 
ing Monday to reorganise in 
light of the new situation and Mr. 
Gordon said transit stations in 
Eastern Europe would be ex- 
panded on “the assumption that 
they (the Soviet Jews) would be 
allowed to leave.” 

Israeli officials, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, ruled out 
a possible airlift of Soviet Jews, 
mainly for logistical reasons. 

In May, Israel evacuated 
14,500 Ethiopian Jews from 
Addis Ababa in a 36-hour airlift 
as rebels advanced on the Ethio- 
pian capital. 

The statement from Mr. Dinitz 
said “the policy which the Jewish 
Agency has always taken ... is 
that we would like to bring out 
the maximum number of Jews in 
the minimum amount of time." 

Soviet Jewish immigrants 
learned on arrival in Israel Mon- 
day that Mr. Gorbachev had been 
overthrown and expressed fears 
for relatives still in the Soviet 
Union. 

“I am afraid of what will hap- 
pen to my son and his two chil- 
dren who were supposed to come 
here in the next few days." said 
Iliya Birgart, a 65-yea re-old en- 
gineer from the Ukraine." He has 
got all his papers and I hope 
nothing will hold him back.” 


Mr. Birgart was among 55 im- 
migrants on a flight from Warsaw' 
who Learned of Mr. Gorbachev's 
overthrow only after landing at 
Tel Aviv airport Monday after- 
noon. 

“We had no sign that anything 
was about to happen but many 
people have warned ttaat the reg- 
ime was weak and could fall,” 
said Rivka Riva, a 76-year-old 
woman from Lithuania arriving 
with her daughter and grand- 
daughter. 

Pesach Zelraan Gerbowitz, 71, 
and bis wife also told Reuters 
they were concerned for family 
left in the Soviet Union. 

“We have left a daughter be- 
hind because her son... joined the 
army two weeks ago and he now 
has to serve two years, therefore 
she can’t leave. We are very 
worried," said Mr. Gerehowitz. 

There are no direct flights for 
immigrants between Moscow and 
Israel and those arriving had left 
the Soviet Union for transit 
points in other countries before 
the removal of Mr. Gorbachev. 

The flight from Warsaw was 
one of four expected to arrive on 
Monday from Europe, carrying 
more than 400 Soviet immigamts. 

Despite the concern, Areyeb 
Levin of the Israeli consulate in 
Moscow, which issues visas for 
Israel to the immigrants, told 
Israel Radio that work was con- 
tinuing normally. 

An official from the Soviet 
Gvil Aviation Authority sent a 
cable to Israel’s El /VI airlines 
saying civilian air traffic with the 
Soviet Union was normal. 

The Soviet Jewry • Zionist 
Forum, a group aiding Soviet 
immigrants, called on the Israeli 
government Monday to work for 
the immediate evacuation of Jews 
still in the Soviet Union. 


Likud says 4 autonomy ’ 
is the only solution 


CAIRO (R) — Members Of 
Israel’s right-wing Likud Party 
said during their first official visit 
to Egypt that autonomy for 
Palestinians in the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip was the only 
way to resolve the Arab-Israeli 
conflict. 

But they ruled out any division 
or compromise on Jerusalem, at 
the centre of controversy be- 
tween Arabs and Israel. 

Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Amr Musa, who met the delega- 
tion for more than an hour Sun- 
day, called on Likud to be more 
flexible in efforts to convene an 
Arab-Israeli peace conference in 
October but added that East 
Jerusalem was occupied Arab 
land. 

“We are offering Palestinians 
autonomy. It is on the table now. 
It is on the table since the time we 
signed a peace agreement with 
Egypt," said Gil Samsonov, 
spokesman of the ruling Likud 
party, after the talks with Mr. 
Musa. 

“We must focus on the auton- 
omy agreement as it is the solu- 
tion to (the West Bank) and Gaza 
Strip,” said David Mena, director 
general of the Israeli employment 
service. 

Mr. Musa, speaking separately 
to reporters, said Palestinians 
would have autonomy for a tran- 
■ sitional period followed by nego- 
tiations to decide the final status 
of the occupied territories. 

Mr. Samsonov said the delega- 
tion tokl Mr. Musa that Egypt 
made a big mistake eight years 
ago by ignoring the fact that 
Yitzbak Shamir was Israel’s 
prime minister and that the Likud 
was the ruling party. 

“Egypt was waiting for another 
party to take over, a party that 
will compromise much more,” 
said Mr. Samsonov. “But the 


party that can make peace that 
can convince the Israeli people to 
make peace with other Arab 
countries is Likud.” 

He said he hoped President 
Hosni Mubarak and other Egyp- 
tian leaders would visit Israel and 
open a dialogue with Israelis to 
help peace efforts. 

“I say after 13 years of peace 
(with Egypt), we still don’t have 
any meetings between the leaders 
of our countries,” he said. “How 
can you convince us to speak 
about peace with other coun- 
tries... (when) we have such a 
peace which is not so warm?” 

Diplomats have described 
Egypt’s 1979 peace treaty with 
Israel, the Jewish state's only 
peace treaty with an Arab state, 
as being a cold peace. 

Mr. Mubarak has refused to 
invite Mr. Shamir for an official 
visit to Egypt and has personally 
blamed him for blocking a Middle 
East peace settlement. He has 
said he could visit Israel if he 
believed it would achieve con- 
crete results. 

Mr. Musa said East Jerusalem, 
seized and “annexed" by Israel 
during the 1967 war, was subject 
to U.N. Resolution 242, which 
demands Israel's withdrawal from 
the occupied Arab territories. 

He told Mr. Musa that the 
Likud believed Jerusalem was 
“united and must remain un- 
ited.” 

“When the foreign minister 
(Mr. Musa) speaks about it as 
occupied territory, I told turn no. 
It is not occupied territory as (the 
West Bank) and the Gaza 
Strip...” he said. 

-Israel has given qualified sup- 
port for Arab-Israeli peace talks 
provided they do not involve 
delegates from East Jerusalem or 
representatives of die Palestine 
Liberation Organisation. 


Afghan 

peace 

moves. 

threatened 


KABUL (R) — Tbe removal of 
Soviet President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev could halt efforts to find a 
peaceful -solution to tbe Afghan 
war, diplomats said in Kabul 
Monday. 

“The new authorities in Mos- 
cow will want stability above all 
else on their southern border and 
are unlikely to want any signifi- 
cant changes,” one Asian diplo- 
mat said. 

Monday’s change of guard in 
Moscow, dubbed a right-wing 
coup by Russian leader Boris 
Yeltsin, came as a complete sur- 
prise in Kabul, government 
sources said. 

Afghan President Najibullah 
could be tbe biggest beneficiary, 
gainin g new support from hard- 
liners in Moscow, European and 
Asian diplomats said. 

Recent peace efforts would 
most likely be put on hold, they 
said, speaking as guerrilla fighters 
marked Afghanistan's independ- 
ence day by firing several rockets 
at the dty. 

Mr. Gorbachev earlier this 
month sent senior envoy Nikolai 
Kozyrev to Pakistan for talks with 
Pakistani officials and Mujahe- 
deen leaders on a solution to the r 
13-year-old war. 

In Peshawar, the Pakistan base 
for guerrilla operations against 
the Kabul government, one Mn- 
jahedeen leader said be feared 
the Soviet Union might now in- 
crease aid to Kabul. 

“This may lead to more sup- 
port for the Kabul regime and a 
hardening of the Soviet position 
on Afghanistan,” a spokesman 
for the .Jaimat-Mslami group 
said. 

Though Mr. Gorbachev over- 
saw the withdrawal of more than 
100,000 Soviet troops from 
Afghanistan by February 1989, 
be has continued to pour in huge 
amounts of weapons, fuel and 
food to prop up Mr. Najibullah. 

With the withdrawal, U.S. in- 
terest in backing the Mujahedeen 
through Pakistan began to wane 
and Afghanistan came to be re- 
garded as a relic of the cold war 
that both Wahington and Mos- 
cow wanted removed from their 
agendas. 

Radical guerrilla leader 
Younas Khalis said in an inter- 
view he believed the Soviet 
change could help to revive the 
Mujahedeen's war against Kabul. 

"Both the Soviets and the 
Americans did not particularly 
want to see an independent 
Afghanistan,” the head of Hezb- 
i-Islami; (Khalis) said. 

“The possibilkies are greater 
now that America will not aban- 
don Afghanistan." 

Mr. Najibullah meanwhile ac- 
cused guerrilla leaders of 
squandering chances for peace 
and proposed that impartial reli- 
gious leaders and other promin- 
ent Afghans could act as 
mediators in the 13-year-old war. 

Mujahedeen failures to 
embrace fully a United Nations 
plan for ending the war “waste 
suitable opportunities for peace 
and continue to impose suffering 
on the people and further des- 
truction on the country,’’ be said 
in a speech Sunday. 

Speaking on the eve of A^han 
independence day Monday, Mr. 
Najibullah said if the Mujahedeen 
agreed to his pro p osal they could 
nominate leaders they trusted to 
act as mediators. 

The Soviet-backed government 
in Kabul would do tbe same, and 
■the groups could meet to try to 
narrow the gap between the two 
in the war, be told a meeting of 
Afghan political leaders, diplo- 
mats and reporters. 

The proposal could be ex- 
tended to Mujahedeen comman- 
ders inside the country who are 
trying to topple the Najibullah 
government. 


British businessman mipph bast newsui bihep 
shot dead in Turkey 


ISTANBUL (Agencies) — A 

g nnman killed a British business- 
man on his way to the office 
Monday, a British embassy 
spokesperson said. 

Anonymous callers claiming to 
speak for two underground orga- 
nisations, the Islamic Jihad and 
the leftist Dev Sol organisation, 
claimed responsibility, newspap- 
er said. 

Andrew Blake, the deputy 
director of the British Commer- 
cial Union Insurance Company, 
was shot at about 8 a.m. right 
after be stepped out of an eleva- 
tor, the semi-official Anatolia 
news agency reported. 

Mr. Blake, 33, was shot twice 
in the bead and was in a coma 
when he was taken to a hospital, 
where be died while undergoing 
surgery, Anatolia said. 

Ac anonymous caller to the 
Istanbul daily Cumhuriyet said 
“tbe Islamic Jihad undertook its 
first real action in Turkey to 
protest tbe deployment of a mul- 
tinational force in Turkey," the 
newspaper said. 

Tbe caller, which spoke in 
broken Turkish, identified him- 
self as a Turkish Kurd, the news- 
paper said. 

A U.S. -led multinational force 
has been stationed in Turkey 
after its withdrawal from north- 
ern Iraq, which followed a four- 
month mission of repatriating Ira- 
qi Kurds. There are 173 Britons 
among tbe multinational force. 

The Iraqi Kurds has fled to the 
mountains on the Iraq-Turkey 
border following a failed Kurdish 
rebellion against the Iraqi gov- 
ernment in March, after the Gulf 
war. Iraqi troops crashed foe 
rebellion. 

The Islamic Jihad, the 
Lebanese fundamentalist umbrel- 
la group that has claimed foe 
kidnapping of several Western 
hostages, has also claimed re- 
sponsibility for attacks against 
Arab diplomats in Turkey in the 
past. 

The Istanbul daily Milliyet said 
it received a call from an anony- 
mous person claiming the attack 
in foe name of foe leftist Turkish 


group, Dev Sol. The caller said 
the businessman was killed in 
revenge of “the killing of their 
friends on July 12," the newspap- 
er reported - 

Turkish police killed 12 sus- 
pected Dev Sol members in op- 
erations in Istanbul and Ankara 
that day. 

Dev Sol also claimed the 
bombing of the company’s office, 
located in foe affluent Esentepe 
district, in January. The bombing 
caused slight damage. 

Police refused to comment ab- 
out the claims. 

A British businessman dose to 
Mr. Blake said the Briton had 
told him be had been put on a 
“hit list” by Dev-Sol. 

The British ambassador to Tur- 
key, Sir Timothy Daunt, said he 
was shocked by foe killing. 

“I’m extremely shocked," he 
told Reuters. “We don’t know at 
this stage what to attribute tins 
to. If it turns out to be Dev-Sol, 
there are implications we have to 
consider for the safety of British 
people living here." 

Dev Sol said it was behind the 
killings of two Americans and a 
string of bombings against West- 
ern targets in Turkey during the 
Gulf war. 

American John Gandy, 52, an 
executive in a company which 
services U.S. military bases in 
Turkey, was shot dead in Istanbul 
last March in an attack d aimed 
by Dev Sol. 

It also said it was responsible 
for foe Feb. 7 killing of American 
customs expat Bobbie Mozelle, 
who worked for foe same com- 
pany that employed Mr. Gandy 
— Vinneli, Brown and Root. 

Commercial Union Turkey, a 
joint venture of Commercial Un- 
ion Assurance Company of Bri- 
tain and the private local Finans- 
bank, was hit by a bomb planted 
by Dev Sol during the Gulf crisis. 

A spokeswoman for foe com- 
pany, located in Istanbul's central 
business district Gayrettepe, said 
in tears that it had no due as to 
who killed Mr. Blake. He had 
been in Turkey for about a year 
and leaves a wife and two chil- 
dren. aged seven and three. 


Vat of Iraqi chemicals 
discovered in Kuwait 


KUWAIT CITY (AP) — A vat 
of mustard gas and another lethal 
chemical, apparently left behind 
by Iraqi troops, has been disco- 
vered in Kuwait Gty, Western 
security sources said Monday. 

It was the first confirmation of 
reports that began arculating 
during Iraq’s seven-month 
occupation that Iraq had brought 
chemical weapons to the emirate. 

The Iraqi occupation was en- 
ded by allied troops on Feb. 26. 

U.N. teams have been travel!- , 
ing to Iraq over the past several - 
months to find and destroy Iraqi 
nudear, chemical and biological 
weapons. Destruction of the 
weapons was called for under foe 
April 3 ceasefire resolution that 
formally ended the Gulf war. 

Iraq has repeatedly been ac- 
cused by foe U.N. inspection 
teams of understating the quanti- 
ty of its weapons of mass destruc- 
tion and of trying to hide some 
from tbe U.N. inspectors. 

The security sources, who in- 
sisted on anonymity, said foe' vat 
of chemicals was discovered in a 
school yard. Schools are in foe 
process of being cleaned up and 
repaired for tbe opening of the 
academic year next Saturday. 

One source said the vat con- 
tained “a soup" of chemicals, 
including mustard gas and 
phosgene. 

Both gases were used during 
World War I combat and affect 
foe respiratory system. They can 
be lethal in large amounts. 

The vat — measuring about 
one metre by three metres — was 
standing on skids. There was a 
bullet bole near foe top. allowing 
some of the dangerous chemicals 


to leak out foe side, one source 
S 8 ** 1 - ..... 

Another source, who also in- 
sisted on anonymity, said that the 
possibility the vat had stored in- 
dustrial waste had been ruled out 
because neither mustard gas nor 
phosgene were Hkely by products 
of manufacturing. 

Tbe Arabic daily Sawt A1 
Kuwait, or voice of Kuwait, on 
Monday quoted the London 
Observer newspaper as saying foe 
Iraqis had chemical weapons 
ready for use in Kuwait in foe 
Gulf war. 

The report said foe vat found in 
Kuwait contained 500 gallons of 
chemicals, or "enough for filling 
250 shells.” 

It said samples had been sent to 
U.N. experts and that a British 
team had been asked to destroy 
foe vat and its contents. 

Officials at the British embassy 
in Kuwait had no immediate com-’ 
meat on tbe report. 

U.N. officials, headquartered 
in Doha north of Kuwait Gty, 
could not immediately be reached 
for comment. 

Officials at tbe special U.N. 
commission in Bahrain, which is' 
supervising the inspection of nuc- 
lear and chemical sites in Iraq,' 
said it bad no information about 
the chemicals in Kuwait. 

Numerous rumours had circu- 
lated in Kuwait during the Iraqi 
occupation that chemical 
weapons had been brought in and 
were ready to use. Reports at die 
time said that they were in gre- 
nades. 

They were never confirmed by 
the Kuwaiti or Iraqi govern- 
ments. 


BEIRUT (AP) — An explosion and fane aboard an ofl tanker 
in the port of Tripoli kilted five pifople and mjured&ur 
others, the ship’s chief mechanic said Monday. Tbe mei±Mic^ 
Garo Koibitiana, said officials did not knbw what caused foe 1 
explosion Sunday afternoon aboard the Panamanian-flagged, 
Greek-owned Tita Minerva as it was unloading fnd ^uee 
kilometres off foe port of Tripo% 80 kilometres north of -Beirut, 
He said the blast ignited a fire that destroyed' most 6f foe cabins 
on foe tanker. Mr. Koibitiana said all of foe dead’ were 
Panamanian sailors and foal three of foe* injured wcreRKpinq. 


Iranian oil minis^^heets King Fahtf-T , • 

JEDDAH ( AP) — I-rvK Oil Minister Gholamieza Aq aZ adeh ♦' 
met iate Sunday with King Fahd and delivered a message from ■ 
Iranian President Hasbemi Rafsanjani, foe Saudi Press Agency 
(SPA) said Monday. The agency did not dsclose foe contented: 
foe message or give any other details on the talks held late Sunday 
night. Saudi Arabia was tbe second leg of Mr. Aqazadeb^-Gulf 
tour and followed a one-day stop inKuwait- Mr. AqazadefeTidd 
t a lk s earlier with acting Saudi .Off Minister Abdul WababAI 
Attar. During that meeting, SPA. said the two discussed streng- 
thening bilateral relations, especially in the petroleum field. 
Diplomatic sources said Mr. Aqazadeh’s visit to Kuwait and Saudi 
Arabia coincides with the prepa r a tion for the 13-flatkm Oigapisa- 
tion of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) meeting in 
Geneva on Sept. 24. Saudi Arabia is tbe leading OPEC producer 
with a quota of 8.03 mflfibn barrets per day. Iran has a quota of 
3.2 r qjfe rn hands, daily. Total OPEC production ceiIing-ts-22.2 
with Acdusion of Kuwait and. Iraq. V 

Mubarak meets Yemeni foreign, minister 

CAIRO (R) — Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak met Yemen’s 
foreign minister Monday in the first visit to Egypt by a senior 
minister from Sanaa since the Gulf war. Egypft Midde East. News 
Agency (MENA).said Abdul Karim A1 byfoL, carrying a lerter 
for Mr. Mubarak from Yemeni President Ali Abdullah Saleh, met 
the Egyptian president in Alexandria. Yemen sympathised with 
Iraq durin g the war and opposed foe U.S.-led mflxtary campaign 
to recapture Kuwait from Iraqi occupation forces. Cairo was. a 
key member of the dnti-Iraq alliance. Mr. Iryani arrived Sunday 
and mid reporters after meeting Egyptian Foreign Minister. Amr 
Musa that his country supported U.S. plans for a Middle East 
peace conference. 

Israel and Albania establish diplomatic ties 

TEL AVIV (R) — Albania and Israel established diplomatic 
relations Monday, foe Foreign Ministry - said. Albanian Foreign 
Minister Mohamet KapOani and Israeh Foreign Minister David 
Levy signed the protocol. The two countries have never, had 
official relations but ties have improved in recent months. In 
April, Israel airlifted more than 300 Albanian Jews to the Jewish 
state. Formerly hardline Communist Albania, Europe’s poorest 
counfry, held multi-party elections in March and has had a 
non-partisan unity government since June. ... 

Mauritania announces more amnesties 

NOUAKCHOTT (R) — Mauritania Sunday announced an 
amne sty for people sentenced in absentia who have been in exile 
(for 15 years or more. A decree published in foe capital 
Nouakchott was the second amnesty programme announced by 
President Maaouya Gold Sid’ahroad Taya in three weeks. It said 
mose eligible bad onemonfo to apply, after which foe programme 
would expire: Mr. Ch&.'fcya’s go v ern m ent has on. several 
occasions denounced what ft* claimed were plots by the desert 
■ country’s blacks to overthrow the ruling moorish elite. Amnesty 
International and other human rights groups have accused flic 
government of killing, torturing and imprisoning hundreds of 
blacks. 


Palestinians are pleased 


(Continued from page 1) 
renew contacts with tbe group 
which were cut off last year. 

The U.S. dialogue with the 
PLO began in late 1988 and was 
severed after a foiled attempt by 
seaborne guerrillas to attack the 
Israeli coast in May 1990. 

Also Sunday, an Israeli official 
said President Hosni Mubarak 
has invited Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir to visit Egypt “at 
any time” for a summit. 

It was the first report of an 
invitation to an Israeli prime 
minister to visit Egypt in five 
years. 

GO Samsonov, spokesman for 
Mr. Shamir's right-wing Likud 
bloc, said the invitation was con- 
veyed by Egypt's Deputy Prime 
Miniser Youssef Wali, daring 
their meeting in Cairo Sunday. 

Mr. Samsonov is beading foe 
Likud's first delegation to Egypt. 

A spokeswoman for Mr. Sam- 
sonov said Mr. Wali told him of 
“a dramatic change in Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak’s 
approach to Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Shamir over the last 
10 days." 

"Wali reported that President 
Mubarak has invited the Israeli 
prime minister to visit in Egypt at 
any time he wishes, and (Mr. 
Wali) added his personal confi- 
dence that foe twd could meet' 


soon," the statement said. 

It. was not clear whether any 
specific date or other details fora, 
summit were discussed in the 
Cairo meeting. 

The PLO said Sunday it alone 
would decide the composition of 
a Palestinian delegation to the 
peace conference. 

It said in a statement this ws 
one of the guarantees Palesti- 
nians would seek from tbe United 
State ahead of the conference*. 

Tins and other guarantees sought 
oy Palestinians have been the sobf 
ject of weekend talks in London 
by a committee of PLO official* 
Palestinian nationalist leaden 
and academics. 

“The committee is expected tb 
conclude its work on Monday 
outlining the Palestinian 
approach on guarantees the PLO 
requires from the United States' 
regaling the Middle East peace 
coherence," the PLO stateS 


The PLO statement said 
recomraen dations of the Lon 
working on hurt: 
hWB from PLO Chairman Ya 
Arafat, would focus on “the 
for guarantees foal 
P** ^ ** Proposed confers 
be to enforce U.N. resolution 
requiring an end to Js« 
jjpcnpation and its witbdra 
from territoriM occupied 
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JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

Normal summer weather wiD prevail 
and winds will be northwesterly mod- 
erate. In Aqaba, winds win be norther- 
ly moderate and seas cairn. 

MBK/max. team. 

Amman 17/30 

Aqaba 2S/37 

Deserts 21 / 35 

Jordan Valley 25/38 

Yesterday’s high te mp er atur es: Am- 


man 29, Aqaba 35. Humidity readi n gs : 
Amman 54 per cent, Aqaba 31 per 
cem. 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Ahmad A1 Natour 653934 

Dr-Abdui Wahab A wad 846010 

Dr. RbalS Abdul Qader 795392 

Dr. Abdul Majid AlSbaer 791405 

Rras pharmacy 6619 12 

Ferdows pharmacy ... 778336 

Ai Aflema pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisaiii pharmacy 637660 

RBID: 

Dr. Abdul Majid S ab a hrn (— ) 

Al Sharaa' pharmacy — (275825) 


ZAKQAr 

Or. Isa Al Omari .. 
iciniifrii p harma cy 


M 

985417 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre H. 

Gvil Defence Department 6< 

Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue S. 

Crvfl Defence E me rge n cy 

Rescue Police 192,621111.6: 

Fire Brigade 85 

Blood Bank T 

Highway Police » 

Traffic Police ffi 

PabBc Security D epar tm en t — i 

Hotel Complaints 6( 

Price Complaints « 

Water and Sewerage 

Complain ts. 85 

Amman Mould pa lity 

Complaints 7t 

T el epho ne Information 

(directory assistance) 

Overseas Cali* 01 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 62 

AbdaS Telephone Repairs 66 

Jordan Television 71 

Radio Jordan 7) 

Water Authority ........ 66 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 81 


Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Right Information 08-53200 

Queen Alia Ind. Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centra 813813/32 

Kbalidi Maternity. J. Aran... 644281/6 
Akikh Maternity. J.Amn.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani 664171/4 

Shracrmni Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Moasber Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdati 666127/37 

Al-Ahb. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. AJ-Mnhajreen 777101/3 

Al- Bashir. J. Ashrafieh 775111/26 

Army, Marka 891611/15 

Oucen Alb Hospital 602240/50 

Arnal Hospital 674155 

ZABQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital .. (09)90 0560 

fen Sma Hospital (09)986732 

AlHfoaa Modem Hospital ....... (09J9909W 


BHD: 

Process Bam* Hospital (021275555 

Greek Crtboik Hospital (02)272275 

RuAINafoes Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Process Haya Hospital 013)314111 

FOB THE 1 EA VEIXEB 

QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

7 las information is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information depart- 
ment at tbe Oueen AS* Internationa 
Airport TeL (08)53200-5, where A 
stxxM always be veriSed. 
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Jordanians welcome change in Sowiet leadership 

Leftist parties hope new government Public hoping new regime stems flow 


reestablishes USSR as world power 
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Exporters trying to take 
^advantage of CBJ decision 


providcd thciy have subscribed to 
the SSC for at teast- t5 years, 
aocbrtftng to an SSO offidal. 

; He said that pension :woald be 
calculated in accordance .witb tte 
age, which' means that die older a 
teoeficiaiy » the larger the pen- 
i sion is r depending on bis salary 
and the premiums. 

According to the official, peo- 
ple between 46 and SO years of 
age, claiming pension, win have 
thezr.penskm reduced by 10 per 
cent; those aged 51 to 54 will have 
their pension reduced by only five 
per cent. 

- In ■ accordance with the SSC 
laws, beneficiaries who reached 
the age of_55 win receive full 
pension in accordance with the 
SSC scale which takes into 
account age/ salary and the pre- 
miums paid over the years. 

SSC Director Genera) Moham- 
mad Saqqaf told the Jordan 
Tunes that there was no motive 
behind the announcement at this 
particular time. He said that the 
announcement was a mere reas- 
sertion of the laws -of the SSC, 
drawing public attention to the 


rernly covered by. the SSC law. 
They are aU entitled to the early 
retirement scheme provided they 
have met aB the requirements. 

-Last month, Mr. Saqqaf 
announced that the SSC expected 
to coilect JD 26 million in re- 
venues by the end of 1991 from its 
JD 400 million investments in 
economic projects in Jordan. 

~ Out of this sum, JD 20 million 
will be needed to cover the cor- 
poration's obligations and ex- 
penses for the year, leaving a 
surplus of JD 6 million, according 
to Mr. Saqqaf. 

The SSC invests in the agricul- 
ture, industry, tourism, and oiher 
- areas which earn profits for the 
beneficiaries, said Mr. Saqqaf. 

Mr. Saqqaf said that SSC cur- 
rently pays monthly pensions to 

11.500 families- A total of 

143.500 people have already re- 
ceived a lump sum, compensa- 
tion at the end of their services, 
while 64,000 workers have bene- 
fited from compensation and per 
diem payments after incurring 
occupational injuries. 


AMMAN (J.T) — Encouraged 
1 ... by a Central Bank of Jordan 
(CBJ) decision to cancel a 
1988 order requiring exporters to 
led difta furnish guarantees that proceeds 
teniai he of exports in foreign currency be 
Minister ik returned to the country, repre- 
ave Bar sentatives of .exporters of agri- 
:ni mo«k- cultural products Monday held a 
/siothtfe meeting to discus ways to benefit 
j rope’s [; from the new opportunities- 
ind ha Ie The meeting^ according to the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, was 
attended by the director general 
tnestte 30 agricultural marketing orgar 
nisation, the' president of the 
anoogg Jordanian Exporters Association 
ve tag,, and exporters of vegetables and 

in k c fruit& 

e anmaf According to Petra, the partra- 
wwk i pants decktedlo set up a commit- 
^ tee to work oat a set of rules' 
has ^ designed re organise tbe expor- 


i elite. J r 1 ■ — r- — — 


The meeting was dedicated to 
discussions on overcoming obsta- 
cles impeding the export business 
and to safeguard the exporters 
interests and those with direct 
dealings with the central market 
place in Amman. The CBJ 
announcement said that the 
guarantee order, which was 
issued hr July 1988, would no 
longer be necessary. 

It also said that the new step 
comes in light of the positive 
development in the local money 
markets over the past two years 
and reflects full confidence in the 
country's monetary policies as 
spearheaded by the CBJ. 

This step, which removes res- 
trictions on exports, is designed, 
to stimulate economic activities* 
and boost the country's exports, 


-L announcement added. 


"^“New ceritre for handicapped 
— children opened in Mafraq 


}£(| MAFRAQ (J.T.) ^ Although 
the number of handicapped peo- 
aimratpjc in Jordan is estimated to be 
dear height per cent of .the population, 
r ptfcrfc©nly 8*009 of that number receive 
disetffisrare aLthe Kingdom’s 58 rchabi- 
2 . Station centres, according to the 
aid SunfrGcncral Union - of ' Volnntary 
toe as^Socicties (GUVS) President Dr. 
^^Abdnllafa Ai Khatib. 
ince v To qare for the handicapped, 
state®*** *e" country requires JI> 

mijliotta year but the available: 
® i. fag jpomsare oidy between JD 4 and 
■ - theo^P-5 nriffibn, Dr. Khatib said hi. 
__ addiesk at a cfaemony for the 


*[- i^^augmafiwL of -ajaew handi of 
“f^jlhe Al Aund Ceutre for Special 
^JKEdiraBmmMafraq. 

Her Majesty. Queen Noor 

^ which is mj, 

a '- r «?Y GUVS, and inspected its va- 
ro ^ V 085 aedvity balls and other ntiS- 



the I* 


^ . Tbc QuaM was told that the 
lid^mre caresfor those with simple 


. Mi<j<5«^ nenca ^ disabilities between the 
: h pLO^ 5 of » and 12. The Mafraq 
“ ranch c^n take up to 50 mentally 
d*3*frtai plus 25 who 
r“ j gnfc'fpwi difficulties in hearing 
t<^*ndspMdfc. . ^ 

centre is one of nine which 
a bdlUfing in Jordan, 
d bo ffi these have already been 
^^^ijW^etedmid one -is under con- 
ir opo^Dracft»> Salt During 1991, 
U.hjyUVS^ ejects fo start working 
m « ^■•® a «her: centre in. Tafileh. 
and > . The Al Amat Centre for Spe- 
orif5 al Ed nc a tig n offers day care for 


AbduOah A! Khatib 

children with minor and medium . 
mental disabilities, according to 
GUVS officials. At the centre,, 
children receive special education 
and rehabilitation sessions to de- 
velop skills to enable them to 
become independent. 

According to GUVS officials, 
the centre in Mafraq was built on 
a four dunum plot of land and has 
an area of 400 square metres. It 
has five class rooms, an activity' 
hall, a food hall, an a dministr ation 
office and sanitary rooms. 

GUVS has set up a centre in 
Yajonz for the children with 
severe disabilities, offering rehabi- 
litation sendees to 150 children. > 

Minister of Social Develop- 
ment Awni Al Bashir and senior 
officials were among those 
attending the inauguration cere- 
mony. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
k press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
■ with the concerned institutions. 


■j,**. • the Jordan HoteL 

at mattings depicting the Jordanian eariroameni 
..... by. artist Skater Al Jurnri at the Royal Cultural Centre. 

nui 

Preach fifaa entitled “Le The dans Hareme Aretewde” at 

• Abdul Danced Shaman’s Caltaral and Scientific Centre — 

m+m. 

$'■^1 DIALOGUE 

■••• J -jf fiSafejgae between D& Anbtmt Swtt n y ef State for Near 
. . V< East and Senffi Asian Affirire John KeBy mid jooraafiste from 
' 1 Amman, Cafae ad Riyadh carried Hve over the Weridnet 
s ateBte at the American Centre — 1 4t30 pja. 
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By Marian M> Shahin 

Jordan Times Scuff Reporter 
AMMAN — Leaders of leftist 
parties in Jordan Monday wel-' 
coined the exit of Mikhail Gor- 
bachev from the international 
political scene, saying that the 
Soviet Union had not only ceased 
to be a world superpower but had 
been paralysed by the former 
Soviet leader's unfulfilled politic- 
al and economic programme 
known to the world as peres- 
troika. 

Citing a significant change in 
Soviet foreign policy, in particu- 
lar towards developing nations in 
the Middle East, leaders of Jor- 
dan’s main leftist parties said they 
hoped the change would reverse 
the Soviet attitude towards the 
problems of developing nations. 

“Mr. Gorbachev failed to deal 
m any adequate way with the 
domestic problems that his coun- 
try is facing,” said lssa Madanat, 
Jordan's only Communist Mem- 
ber of Parliament. “There can be 
no doubt that the Soviet Union 
was heading towards an internal 
break-up as a result of the peres- 
troika policies and the Soviet 
weakness to the uni-polar power. ■ 
the United States.” 

Reflecting the general attitude . 
of leftists in the country, Mr. 
Madanat said: “We hope that 
with Gorbachev gone, the Soviets 
will have another chance to keep 
their country in one piece and 
deal with their internal problems 
and reform their foreign policy to 
one that is independent of United 
States dictates.” 

Another leading member of 
the once outlawed Jordanian 
Communist Party, Emilie Nafa’a, 
said that while she had initially 
welcomed perestroika as a format 
in which the Soviet Union would 
move towards a democratic 
socialist state, the policy intro- 
duced by the former Soviet leader 
almost five years ago had failed to 
have that desired effect. 

“We hope that now the Soviet 
Union will get back on course to 
develop a framework which will 
allow a more democratic socialist 
system to govern," Mix. Nafa'a 
said. “To catapult a society such 
as the Soviet Union from a strict 
communist one to a capitalist one 
is rather unrealistic and thus was 
never expected to work." 

Meanwhile, the head of the 
specialist-oriented Jordan Pep- 


of Jews to occupied Arab territories 



Israel 
continues 
systematic 
confiscation 
of Arab land 


AMMAN (Petra) — Israeli au- 
thorities have seized more than 
three million dunums of Arab- 
owned land in the West Bank and 
the Gaza Strip since their occupa- 
tion in 1967, according to a report 
by the Foreign Ministry’s Depart- 
ment of Palestinian Affairs. 

Since the occupation, Israeli 
authorities have been pursuing 
efforts to encourage Jews to settle 
on Arab land and to build their 
settlements on confiscated Arab 
territories, the statement said. 

In the past month, Israeli au- 
thorities confiscated nearly 80 
dunums of Arab land in the West 
Bank and sealed them off as a 
military zone after uprooting fruit 
trees, said the statement. 

Also in the past month, said 
tire statement, Israeli officials 
have issued 69 orders for adminis- 
trative arrests of Arabs ranging 
between three and 12 months and 
demolished 49 homes owned by 
■Arab citizens. 

The statement referred to a 
report by tire London-based hu- 
man rights organisation Amnesty 
International, which had said that 
Israeli authorities have so far 
imprisoned 8,000 Palestinians 
since the start of the intifada in 
1987. It said that 4,000 Palesti- 
nians are now under administra- 
tive detention without- trial. 

The statement said that Israeli 
authorities are now planning to 
build a new prison in the Galilee 
area to accommodate another 580 
detainees. Israeli officials have 
imposed curfews on tens of Arab 
cities and villages in the past 
three years, causing further suf- 
ferings to the indigent popula- 
tion, according to tire report. 

Furthermore, Israeli . author- 
ities have periodically closed 
Arab . schools and detained 
teachers, preventing children 
from continuing their basic 
education. 

All Arab universities in tire 
occupie d territories have been 
dosed since tire start of the intifa- 
da, except for Bethlehem Uni- 
versity, winch was reopened in 
October. 


bn Madanat 

pies Democratic Party (JPDP) 
said that the group's Executive 
Committee had met to decide on 
an official position on the ques- 
tion of the power change in the 
Soviet Union. 

“We hope that the changes in 
the Soviet Union will bring back a 
balance of power to the interna- 
tional political arena," said 
Taysecr Zibri, head of the JPDP. 

Commenting on the Soviet 
Middle East policy of late, Mr. 
Zibri said that he also hoped the 
Soviet government would reas- 
sess its willingness to re-establish 
diplomatic relation with Israel. 

'The old policy had been to 
re-establish ties only after the 
implementation of U.N. Security 
Council Resolutions 242 and 338. 
But as a result of the strong 
American influence of Gor- 
bachev, the Soviets had recently 
agreed to resume ties at the be- 
ginning of a peace conference,” 
Mr. Zibri said. 

“This would mean regardless 
of Israeli application of the re- 
solutions 242 and 338 they would 
establish relations, which is quite 
contrary to their previous con- 
ditional stand.” 

Lower House Deputy Deeb 
Marji. a leading member of the 
Mantist Jordan Popular Unity 
Party (JPUP), reacted by saying 
the world needed a balance which 
it had lost. 

”1 believe in a balanced world 
and a uni-polar world is not ba- 
lanced," the Irbid deputy said in 
a telephone interview "Gor- 
bachev effectively worked to- 
wards tire creation of this uni- 
polar world as much as George 
Bush so his continued presence as 
Soviet president was really not 
desirable. 

“We don't know what will hap- 
pen in the Soviet Union now and 


of course we hope that internal 
problems will remain minimal, 
but overall, we feel that Gor- 
bachev’s departure is a positive 
thing.'* he said. 

Mr. Marji, like Mr. Zibri. ex- 
pressed hope that massive Jewish 
Soviet immigration to Israel and 
the occupied Arab lands would 
be curbed as a result of Monday's 
changes in leadership. 

“Mr. Gorbachev made the 
large influx of Soviet Jewry to the 
Middle East possible. We hope 
those who take his place will curb 
this trend.” be said. 

Yousef Hourani, a member of 
the political bureau of the social- 
ist Jordan Democratic Party, said 
that the two most important im- 
mediate aspects of the political 
changes taking place in the Soviet 
Union would be to maintain in- 
ternal unity and to recreate a 
balance of international political 
forces. 

“The new ruling forces in the 
Soviet Union must find a formula 
to maintain national unity in the 
state and to recreate a bi-polar 
international political system,’’ 
Mr. Hourani said. 

Walid Khayyat, a popular lef- 
tist leader who heads the Electric- 
al Workers Union and is a mem- 
ber of the Executive Committee 
of the Jordanian-Soviet 
Friendship Society, also wel- 
comed the changes in the Soviet 
Union. 

“The Jordanian people suf- 
fered as a result of the Soviet 
subservience to the policies of the 
United States,”Mr. Khayyat told 
the Jordan Times. “We received 
the news about the Soviet Union 
with great comfort and congratu- 
late the Soviet people on their 
new leadership.” 

Mr. Khayyat said that the new 
Soviet president, Gennady 
Yanaev, was a former president 
of labour unions and that as such 
he was a friend of the working 
class. 

“I believe that the Soviets will 
end their blind acceptance of 
American hegemony over the 
world and will reinstate some of 
their previous policies,” Mr. 
Khayyat said. 

Among the pre-perestroika 
policies that Mr. Khayyat said he 
hoped the Soviet government 
would reinstate was a serious 
domestic economic policy and a 
rebuff of Zionist influences. 


By Serene Halasa and Nor SatS 

Special to the Joran Times 

AMMAN — The fall of Soviet 
President Mikhail Gorbachev 
Monday sent shock waves 
throughout the world but many 
Jordanians hoped that this would 
put an end to American hege- 
mony over world politics and 
restore the traditional role of the 
Soviet Union as the champion of 
the Third World. 

In a survey conducted by the 
Jordan Tunes, many of those 
interviewed expressed reserva- 
tions about the new regime in the 
Soviet Union, saying it was too 
early to make any definite conclu- 
sion regarding Soviet policy to- 
ward the Middle East. 

“What happened is a serious 
development and many changes 
will take place,” said Dr. Sari 
Nasir, a sociologist at the Uni- 
versity of Jordan. “But we should 
wait and see, especially regarding 
(Soviet) Jewish immigration (to 
Palestine).” 

Dr. Nasir also said that this 
change is important for Third 
World countries because it en- 
hances the traditional role of the 
Soviet Union, specifically as an 
ally to the Arabs. 

“It is important for the Soviet 
Union to act as a check and 
balance system because the U.S. 
should not be allowed to have a 
free hand (over the world),” he 
said. 

“We announce our support for 
the new Soviet administration be- 
cause it will work on developing 
cooperation and coordination in 
different parts of the world and it 
will work on protecting peace and 
international security’ which has 
been tilting towards the U.S.,” 
said Marwan Sudah, a repre- 
sentative of an anti-Zionism front 
in the Arab and Muslim world. 

Unlike others interviewed by 
the Jordan Times, Mr. Sudah 
expressed confidence “that this 
new administration will stand by 
the Arab peoples in combating 
Zionism.” 

He also said tbat the bead of 
their front in the Soviet Union is 
Alexander Remaneko, a reserve 
officer in the Soviet army and the 
head of six different political par- 
ties In the USSR. 

A computer specialist agreed 
with Mr. Sudah’s, stand, saying 







Awqaf ministry pledges 
assistance to returnees 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Ministry 
of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs is 
keen on offering all forms of 
assistance to the returning ex- 
patriates and will do so through 
the zakat committees affiliated to 
the ministry, Minister of Awqaf 
and Islamic Affairs Raef Nijem 
announced Monday. 

“The ministry and the zakat 
committees will be coordinating 
their work with a national com- 
mittee set up by the government 
last week to take charge of offer- 
ing assistance to the expatriates,” 
said the minister at a meeting 
held at King Abdullah Mosque 
and attended by directors of aw- 
qaf and zakat funds in Jordan. 

“We will have to carry out our- 
mission as a united team, offering 
. charity and help in all areas and 
in any form,” said the minister in 
his address to the audience. 

The return of the expatriates 
comes at a serious moment in 
Arab history as the Kingdom 
continues to face political and 
economic pressures designed to 
force it change its principled and 
honourable stands and abandon 
its Arab and Islamic brothers, 
said the minister. He said that by 
helping the Arab expatriates “we 
are doing our religious and huma- 
nitarian duty.” 

Mosque preachers last Friday 
issued appeals to the worshippers 
to extend a helping hand to the 
returning expatriates. They sent a 
cable to His Majesty King Hus- 




Rad Nyem 

sein pledging to do all in their 
power to contribute to the nation- 
al effort. 

Ministry Secretary General 
Ahmad Htlayel said the sermons 
in mosques had drawn veiy posi- 
tive reaction on the part of the 
members of the public. 

In addressing the audience af- 
ter the minister. Dr. Helayel said 
that Jordan was keen on main- 
taining unity of ranks among 
Muslims and Arabs. He warned 
against the enemies’ attempts to 
dismember the Arab Nation. 

Dr. Helayel appealed to world 
organisations to come ro Jordan’s 
help as the Kingdom, be said, has 
only very (united resources to 
offer assistance to the expatriates 
and can by means shoulder the 
additional burdens by itself. 

In another development, Mr. 


Nijem left for Cairo to represent 
Jordan at the constituent meeting 
of the International Islamic 
Council for Relief which is due to 
open Tuesday. 

In its four-day meeting, the 
Council will discuss projects re- 
lated to Jerusalem, including 
custodianship Al Aqsa Mosque, 
protection to the religious and 
historical places of the city, crea- 
tion of a special fund to take 
charge of the protection of Isla- 
mic lands in Jerusalem, and the 
reconstruction of the holy Dome 
of the Rock, the minister said in a 
pre-departure statement. 

Referring to the reconstruction 
of the Dome of the Rock, he said 
that it was expected to cost $7. 
million. 

“These projects in the holy dty 
are the responsibility of the Isla- 
mic governments and people and 
not of Jordan alone, as the case 
had been since 1948,” said Mr. 
Nijem. 

He said that Jordan had very 
limited financial means and could 
not cover the expenses by itself. 

“So far, the Kingdom has spent 
$6 million on the repair of the 
Dome of the Rock and other 
related services over the past two 
years and continues to finance the 
work of technical committees in 
the holy city,” the minister 
added. 

Mr. Nijem is accompanied to 
the Cairo meeting by the director 
of his office. 


Industrial development project 
benefitting Jordanian organisations 


AMMAN (Petra) — Progress in 
the implementation of an indust- 
rial development project which is 
being carried out by three Jorda- 
nian institutions was reviewed by 
Ministry of Planning Secretary 
General Safivan Toukan and the 
deputy director of the United 
States Agency for International 
Development (USAID). 

The three institutions im- 
plementing the project financed 
by USAID are the Industrial 
Development Bank, the Uni- 
versity of Jordan and the Amman 
Chamber of Industry, according 


to Dr. Toukan. 

Through the project, the Uni- 
versity of. Jordan has set up a 
Department for Industrial En- 
gineering. offering students 
bachelors and masters degrees in 
the field, according to Dr. 
Toukan. 

He said that the new depart- 
ment has been provided wife 
visiting professors and six Jorda- 
nian teachers have received high- 
er training in the United States 
under the terms of the project. 
Furthermore, the department 
was provided with five laborator- 


ies, eight computers and a library 
with 1,000 books, which helped 
graduate 100 BA students, 20 
MA students and 25 others with 
diplomas in industrial fields. Dr. 
Toukan said. 

As to the Industrial Develop- 
ment Bank (IDB), Dr. Toukan 
said the USAID grants helped to 
create a special unit for prodno-. 
tkm and marketing which has so 
for offered 55 consultancy ser- 
vices to Jordanian industrial in- 
stitutions, earning them JD 
358,000. 


Sari Nasir 

that the new change in the Soviet 
Union “puts (President George) 
Bush bade on his toes instead of 
being master of the universe." 

“It is important that the Soviet 
■Union remain strong to maintain 
the balance of the super powers,” 
she added. 

“The world is better off with 
two different leaderships and is 
even better if those two lead- 
erships had different views,” said 
Dr. Abdul Rahim Malhas, a 
general surgeon, referring to the 
close relationship between Presi- 
dent Bush and Mikhail Gor- 
bachev. 

“Gorbachev betrayed every- 
body," said Dr. Mustafa Hamar- 
neh, a political science professor 
at the University of Jordan. “He 
betrayed Cuba, the Arabs — 
especially Palestinians — and if 
he had played differently he 
could have stopped the barbaric 
attacks against Iraq.” 

“I expected more out of him 
during the (Gulf) war, said 
Suhair, a 22-year-old Palestinian. 
“His role was not sufficient and I 
don't think be was ever a Friend 
to the Arabs." 

The coup d'etat in the :'oviet 
. Union was carried out by a group 
of hardline communists, the right 
wing-State Emergency Commit- 
tee, which announced Monday it 
was taking power. It was de- 
nounced by Russian leader Boris 
Yeltsin, who reportedly launched 
a counter offensive to restore Mr. 
Gorbachev to office. The com- 
mittee said tbat Vice President 
-Gennady Yanayev was taking 
over because Mr. Gorbachev was 
incapacitated by ill-health. 

The committee, which opposes 


Mr. Gorbachev's policies, de- 
clared a six mouth state of 
emergency in parts of the country 
and said it would clamp down on 
the media and ban demonstra- 
tions. 

Mr. Yeltsin, a radical reformer 
and president of the Russian Fed- 
erations, leapt to the defence of 
Mr. Gorbachev, who changed the 
face of world politics when be 
took office in March 1985. 

Mr. Gorbachev's perestroika 
reforms and policy of glasnost 
(openness) ended the hardline 
communist rule in Eastern 
Europe and the Cold War era. 

“Gorbachev did too much too 
soon. He should have taken more 
time because his actions made 
many people in the Soviet Union 
worry about the future,” said Dr. 
Nasir, referring to the ousted 
president's liberal policies. 

“He should have been more 
forceful,” a Jordanian of Arme- 
nian descent said. 

“He should have made his 
stand dear. He did not have a 
fixed internal policy.” 

According to Dr. Kamarneh. 
the shift from a centralised gov- 
ernment economy to a free mar- 
ket economy was too quick ar j 
the reforms were based on a U .s. 
formula that “is not the tx*_sL” 

“It reduced the Soviet 'Union 
to a power that W 2 S only a milit- 
ary power and the crisis in Iraq 
proved that,” be added: v. 

As For the future of comrinic I 
ism, the Armenian community in 1 
Jordan expressed concern over 
the fate of the five million Arme- 
nians in the Soviet Union. 

“We are very much afraid. 
History taught us (Armenians) 
that evetytime there is a change 
in the Soviet Union, my people 
suffer most,” the Armenian said. 
“Communism is a system that 
does not work. It never worked 
and I hope it will fall sooner or 
later.” 

“This will reintroduce the de- 
bate over communism and it will 
be interesting to show that com- 
munism and democracy are not 
incompatible,” Dr. Hamame’t 
said. 

On the other hand. Dr. 
Hamarneh welcomed a develop- 
ment in the Soviet Union that 
would maintain democracy and 
internal reform as well as con- 
tinuing good links with Third 
World countries. 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 

Prince Hassan visits special forces unit 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
Monday visited (me of the special forces units at its training site. 
Prince Hassan was briefed on the stages of training process the 
unit finished and its future training plans. The Crown Prince then 
watched the unit perform military exercises with live ammunition. 
The exercises included shooting selected targets. His Royal 
Highness then met with the unit's personnel and conveyed to 
them the greetings of His Majesty King Hussein. The exercise was 
attended by the Armed Forces deputy chief of staff for operations 
and training affairs, the inspector general and senior army 
officers. 

Masri approves JD 200,000 for ministry 

AMMAN (Petra) — Prime Minister Taher Masri has given his 
consent to grant JD 200,000 to the Ministry of Public Works and 
Housing to help finance repair work going on in the southern 
regions of Jordan. The fund will be used to pay local contractors 
who carried out reconstruction and repair work at installations 
severely affected by last winter’s storms. 

Ministry reviews commercial sector issues " 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Industry, Trade and Supply Ali 
Abul Ragheb met Monday with the president and members of the 
Federation of Chambers of Commerce and the federation of 
grocers. The meeting reviewed scopes of cooperation between the 
ministry and the commercial sector and ways of enhancing it. Mr. 
.Abul Ragheb listened to demands by the federation of grocers 
- and promised to study these demands. The meeting was attended 
by Ministry of Supply Secretary General Radi Ibrahim and 
several officials. 

Officials visit bridges 

AMMAN (Petra) — Director General of the Foreign Ministry’s 
Department for Palestinian Affairs Adel Irsheid and Public 
Security Department Deputy Director for Judicial Police Affairs, 
Brigadier General Nooreddine Khair visited Monday the King 
Hussein and Prince Mohammad's bridges to inspect facilities 
offered to West Bankets and Gazans travelling to and from the 
occupied territories. Mr. Irsheid urged citizens at the crossing 
points to abide by regulations issued by the reservation centres of 
die Public Security Department so as not to face any difficulties. 
The movement of passengers over the bridges increased during 
the past several months due to the return of tens of thousands of 
Palestinian expatriates from Kuwait. 

Jordan to have laser-research centre 

AMMAN (Petra) — The third conference of the Arab Atomic 
Energy Committee, which was held in Tonis recently, has 
approved establishing a centre for laser researches in Jordan, 
according to Secretary General of the Ministry of Energy and 
Mineral Resources Asem Ghosheh who led Jordan’s delegation to 
the conference. He said the conference decided to list the issue of 
desalinating sea water by using atomic energy on top of the 
commi tee’s agenda. 


Special education school opens exhibition 

AMMAN (Petra) — A four-day exhibition of handicrafts 
manufactured by handi c ap ped students at the Special Education 
Model School was opened Monday at the Royal Cultural Centre. 
The exhibition, which was opened by the secretary general of the 
Ministry of Social Development, Mohammad Al Suquor, displays 
artificial flowers, ceramics, book covers, knit-wear and 
embroideries. 
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MONDAY’S coup d’etat in Moscow, in which Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev was removed from power, came as a 
shock to the world, especially to all those who had placed 
their trust and confidence in democracy and reformation as 
instruments for peaceful change and evolution towards the 
better. Obviously it is too early to assess the situation now 
emerging in the Soviet Union or its fail impact whether in 
the positive or negative sense. Yet there is already fear that 
x the country may be thrown deeper into disarray and 
la 'Stability, something that w01 surely have a profound 
ne^'ative impact on many countries of the world. Given what 
has ^happened on the international level over the past few 
years, one can understand, even sympathise, with the Soviet 
orces who were naturally troubled by the disman tling of 

dr country and rendering it a second class power instead 
a superpower to reckon with. The timing of the coup 
? til eh occurred on the eve of signing the new union treaty 
that Gorbachev himself had brokered as a reformist model 
to keep the country together suggests that the hardliners in 
fact feared that this new treaty could be the be ginning of the 
end for their country. 

From a global point of view the loss of the Soviet Union of 
its status as a superpower had not only troubled the 
traditional forces but also deprived the international order 
of the necessary checks and balances mechanism that is 
essential if not indispensable for maintaining a sound 
international order. Just as pluralism is vital to an 
operational democracy on a national level so is pluralism, 
indispensable on the international scene as well. The best 
evidence of the deterioration In the status of Moscow was the 
humiliation that Gorbachev himself had sustained when he 
made a last ditch effort to avoid the ground war in the Gulf 
but was ignored by his American counterpart George Bush 
as a third rate leader trying to meddle in the offensive 
campaign against Iraq. There is no doubt that all those 
powers in the world which retrained from extending 
effective and timely support to the pere st roika and glasnost 
policies of Mr. Gorbachev also bear the brunt of the 
responsibility for his downfall. 

The impact of yesterday’s dramatic chang e in the Soviet 
Union on political developments in the Middle East, 
including the peace process and the Iraqi situation, will 
likewise be profound and far reaching. If the cold war era 
has once again a grip on East-West relations, the peace 
initiative for settling the Arab- Israeli conflict could go to the 
backborner if not disappear altogether. On the other hand, 
a stepped up exodus of Soviet Jews into Israel, a particularly 
sour point from the Arab point of view, can be expected to 
be frustrated. If there is a return to traditional Soviet 
policies in the area, the Arab hand may be strengthened in 
any negotiations with load bnt to what extent and to what 
cud is something that is dearly premature to assess. The 
insane blockade imposed on Iraq may also ease if the new 
l eade rship refuses to play second fiddle to the basically 
Western ca m pa ign against not only the Iraqi leadership but 
also the entire Iraqi nation and its people. It must be 
recalled that many senior Soviet generals were overtly 
disgruntled at the sight of disproportionate Western milit- 
ary operations against Iraq which happens to be so dose to 
t heir southern flank. Yet, the biggest setback is the probable 
return to the cold war period, especially if the domestic 
situation in the USSR breaks down in ethnic and national 
turmoil and bloodshed forcing Washington and the other 
Western capitals to take a firm stand against mafaitnmmg 
the unfly and territorial integrity of the Soviet Union by 
force. With the dawning of a new cold war situation, the 
advent of global nuclear warfare would become once again a 
real prospect instead of being a remote possibility as it is at 
this time. Mankind therefore has a stake in the ending of the 
confrontation on between Moscow and Washington on 
equal and fair basis acceptable to all. 


AL RA’I Arabic daily fiercely attacked the United States and its 
Western allies, particularly Britain and France, for pursuing their 
aggressive stand against Iraq and the Iraqi people depriving them 
of their means of subsistence and maintaining an embargo on 
Iraq's trade. The paper said that tbe Iraqis are now exposed to 
danger, coming not only from the Western aggressors but also 
from tbe Arab countries. It said that Iraq is bleeding, but with 
dignity, and is facing the criminals all alone. The Iraqi people are 
trying to cope with the situation hoping that their Arab and 
Muslim brothers would do something ami they bad never lost 
hope, the paper added. We condemn tbe aggressors acts against 
Iraq but we do not despair, nor do we fear the future, because this 
Arab Nation has confronted many dangers and aggressors in the 
past and is likely to do that in the future as well, said A1 Ra’i. The 
paper said that history will curse those Arabs who fail to extend a 
helping hand to their brothers in need. 

Sawt A1 Sbaab daily commented on His Majesty King Hussein’s 
visit to Syria and said that coordination among the Arab states in 
direct confrontation with tbe Israeli enemy is a must at this 
juncture. The paper said the King’s visit is aimed at exchanging 
views with the Syrian leaders before the beginning of the 
proposed peace conference in October. The Arabs can at least 
achieve unity of stand and purpose so that they can confront 
Israel’s intransigence at the negotiating table, the paper noted. It 
said that the U.S. is unwilling to exercise any form of pressure on 
the Israeli aggressors, who are showing no flexibility in their 
stand, and so the Arabs should show solidarity and concert their 
efforts and unite their stand so as to regain their rights through 
peaceful negotiations. The paper said that King Hussein is 
spearheading the Arab countries' efforts to open channels of 
communication in the Arab World which is confronting Israel. 
There is an urgent need for the Arabs, foe paper said, to follow in 
his footsteps in order to safeguard foe higher national interests 
and secure the liberation of usurped Arab lands. 


Yanayev , 4 a convinced communist-, 
becomes Soviet president 


MOSCOW (R) — Gennady 
Yanayev, hand-picked by Soviet 
leader Mikhail Gorbachev as a 
vice-president be could trust, re- 
placed his mentor on Monday as 
Moscow Radio warned that tbe 
country had become ungovern- 
able. 

Tbe former track: union leader 
and long-time Communist Party 
official was elected to the new 
post of vice president last Decem- 
ber by the Congress of People's 
Deputies after much personal 
persuasion from Mr. Gorbachev 
and a second vote. 

“I want someone alongside me 
I can trust," a grim-faced Gor- 
bachev told deputies after first 
round of voting, when Mr. 
Yanayev’s efforts to reassure the 
Soviet parliament that he was a 
“new-style" politician proved 


only partially successful. 

“I am a convinced communist 
to the depth of my soul. You 
can't make me budge from that," 
Mr. Yanayev told parliament. 

Many legislators despaired at 
the selection of yet another party 
chief from the central bureaucra- 
cy. and a coalition of radical and 
republican deputies joined forces 
to deny him foe post in tbe first 
round of voting. 

Mr. Gorbachev then declared 
he was putting Mr. Yanayev’s 
candidature forward for another 
vote. 

“I support the ideas of peres- 
troika.” Mr. Yanayev told a 
somewhat sceptical Congress of 
People's Deputies after his 
nomination. “I have served them, 
I do serve them and I will con- 
tinue to serve them.” 


If elected vice-president, he 
said, be would campaign “using 
legal democratic methods by 
arousing respect for tbe law 
among citizens against foe politic- 
al bacchanalia and political nihil- 
ism which the country is seeing.” 

“I am a man of action and want 
to work in the interests of my 
long-suffering people.” the opti- 
mistic Yanayev said between the 
two rounds of voting. “The more 
difficult the victory the greater 
satisfaction from its result.” 

In the end it was on Mr. Gor- 
bachev's long coat-tails, rather 
than Mr. Yanayev’s own concilia- 
tory rhetoric that he rode to 
victory. 

Mr. Yanayev rose through the 
Communist Party's ranks in what 
is now dismissed in Moscow as 


the “stagnation period” under 
Leonid Brezhnev in foe late 70s. 

After years as a leader in the 
Komsomol, foe party’s youth 
organisation movement, 54-year- 
old Yanayev finally made it to the 
heights of party politics — a seat 
on the poUtburo. 

But by foe time of his appoint- 
ment in mid- 1990 at foe 28fo 
party congress, the once all- 
powerful politburo was in steep 
decline, no longer a clear asset to 
a politician on the make. 

Mr.Yanayev, a stocky, hearty 
man who likes ice hockey, dis- 
armed some of his critics in par- 
liament with earthy Russian 
humour. 

Asked about his health — al- 
ways a concern in a country 
where life expectancy is low — 


Mr. Yanayev said: “My wife says 
I am in good health. I Have foe 
same ailments as any normal, real 
man. I am a red-blooded follow.” 

A Russian born in 1937, Mr. 
Yanayev graduated in 1959 from 
an agricultural institute in Gorky , 
since renamed Nizhny Novgorod. 
He later studied law and won a 
doctorate in history. 

His doctoral thesis, “problems 
of Trotskyish and Anarchy,” 
written at foe Moscow Institute of 
the Workers’ Movement, tackled 
a potentially explosive topic that 
would have been permitted only 
to the most ideologically reliable 
of students. 

In 1980, Mr. Yanayev was 
named head of the committee on 
Soviet youth organisations. 

The Helsingm Sanomat, Fin- 


land's biggest newspaper,- recal- 
led that Mr. Yanayev was Vfre- - 
quent visitor to the country, 
where his assertive style won him 
the secret nickname .“rhi- 
noceros.” 

The daily said Mr. Yanayev 
sided with hardliners in their 
struggle in the 1970s witbthe 

Eurocommunist wingof Finland’s 

party- 

In 1989, Mr. Yanayev was 
given the task of carving out a 
-new image for .foe Soviet: trade. 
Union Movement after seven de- 
cades under strict Communist 
Party control. 

But he failed to win much 
sympathy , among increasingly dis- 
illusioned workers, particularly 
miners, who regarded him as a 
colourless bureaucrat. 


What lies in 


for U. 

By Barry Schweid 

T7ie Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — After initial 
doubts, the United States 
embraced Mikhail Gorbachev as 
a genuine reformer and sup- 
ported wholeheartedly his 
attempts to force the Soviet eco- 
nomy and political system into 
step with ’modem times. 

With Mr. Gorbachev now gone 
and hardliners in control, tbe 
Bush administration is scrambling 
to understand foe future. 

The question is this: Will the 
gains of the Gorbachev era un- 
ravel? 

Less than three weeks ago. 
President George Bush and Presi- 
dent Gorbachev signed an agree- 
ment to sharply reduce their 
stockpiles of long-range nuclear 
weapons. Together, they 
announced they would sponsor a 
peace conference in October to 
try to resovle tbe long-simmering 
Arab-Israeli conflict. 

Those two actions symbolised 
foe new U.S.-Soviet relationship: 
curb foe military, seek peaceful 
solutions. 

With tanks rolling Monday in 
Moscow, both foe aims treaty 
and tbe peace conference seem 
remote. 

The White House scrambled to 
understand the new Soviet lead- 
ership, a composite of military. 
KGB and political conservatives. 
“These guys are the representa- 
tives of foe very bard old line,” 
said Robert Conquest, a senior 
research fellow at the Hoover 
Institution. 

The Bush administration bad 
put its faith m Mr. Gorbachev 
and his reforms. At foe Moscow 
summit late last month, Mr. Bush 
went out of his way to praise 
Gorbachev as a leader who “in- 
spires great confidence in you.” 

But with customary caution, 
Mr. Bush held off from providing 
direct infusions of U.S. financial 
assistance despite Mr. Gor- 
bachev’s own warnings of dire 
consequences should the West 
fail to help him. 

Mr. Gorbachev also had Mr. 
Bush’s sympathy as be tried to 
keep the 15 Soviet republics from 
flying apart as independence 
movements surfaced in the Bal- 
tics, Soviet Georgia, foe Ukraine 
and other areas swept up by 
nationalism and ethnic rivalries. 


n store 
oviet ties? 


Gorbachev experiment defied 
70 years of Soviet history 


The administration counselled 
Mr. Gorbachev to seek peaceful 
solutions to foe independence 
drives, but gave tacit approval to 
the secessionists in Lithuania, 
Latvia and Estonia. 

At first, Mr. Bush and his top 
aides took a sceptical stance to- 
ward Mr. Gorbachev. 

But as Mr. Gorbachev pro-, 
ceeded to undercut orthodox 
communism, permitting con- 
tested elections and steering the 
Soviets towards a market eco- 
nomy, wariness gave way to 
almost enthusiastic approval. 

A candid exposition of the 
Soviets' economic woes and foe 
decision to permit East Germany 
to swing out of the Soviet orbit 
reinforced the administrations' 
faith in Mr. Gorbachev’s lead- 
ership. 

Yet, when such reformers as 
former Foreign Minister Eduard 


Shevardnadze and Alexander 
Yakovlev quit, warning that the 
country could be headed into a 
reactionary reversal, questions 
were raised in the administration 
about Mr. Gorbachev’s staying 
power. 

Now, those fears have been 
realised. 

Now much this largely coop- 
erative superpower relationship 
will change is not immediately 
apparent. 

Most critical would be signals 
regarding the military. Will the 
new leades retract Mr. Gor- 
bachev's pledges to reduce troops 
and weapons in Europe? Will 
they honour the freshly signed 
Strategic Arms Redaction Trea- 
ty. winch requires a 35 per cent 
reduction in Soviet long-range 
nuclear bombers, missiles and 
submarines? 

Does tbe cold war begin anew? 


By Thomas Kent 

7Z»e Associated Press 

IT WAS a radical experiment 
foat defied 70 years of Soviet 
history, a leap into an u known 
world of democracy and free en- 
terprise. 

For more than six years, it 
looked as if Mikhail S. Gor- 
bachev would make the great 
experiment work. 

The experiment was in jeopar- 
dy Monday. 

Tbe state committee set up to 
follow Mr. Gorbachev in power 
said it will not renounce reforms, 
and it will almost certainly pledge 
to continue something of what 
Mr. Gorbachev stood for. It may 
also promise some form of con- 
tinued democracy, and aggressive 
moves to restart the failing eco- 
nomy. 

But it will be a nimble regime 
indeed foat can quickly restore a 
sense at borne and abroad that 
the Soviet Union is still squarely 


on foe road to becoming a 
Western-style democracy. 

Mr. Gorbachev’s experi m ent 
was a tough proposition to begin 
with. He sought to transform into 
a democratic institution a com- 
munist regime foat had ruled by 
intimidation and violence since 
1917. That regime itself was su- 
perimposed on a centuries-old 
Russian state foat had no history 
at all of national democratic rule. 

Mr. Gorbachev sought to 
establish the rule of law where 
citizens had known only official 
arb i t rarin ess. He sought to create 
large-scale private enterprise in a 
culture that could barely remem- 
ber tiny peasant businesses. 

Perhaps most frightening to 
those in power, Mr. Gorbachev 
set out to dismantle a huge, rich 
and highly privileged network of 
police, soldiers and party officials 
who ran the Soviet state, silenced 
all opposition and benefitted 
hugely from the whole package. 

These top officials and those 
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i who served them would have to. 
cede place and privileges to anew 
meritocracy — politicians elected 
i by the people in free elections- 
> and business executives chosen 

- not for their connections but for 
■ their ability. 

Mr. Gorbachev moved careful- 
ly into foe Soviet hierarchy, giv- 
I ing no one a good idea of what he 

- had in mind for the country. 

In 1979, under conservative 
i President Leonid L Brezhnev, be 
managed to have himself named 
to foe politburo. the Communist 
Party's ruling body. Little was 
known about him other than that 
he had a specialty in agriculture, 
a no-win area of the Soviet eco- 
nomy. ■* 

He remained a little-known fi- 
gure through the end of Brezb- 
; (lev’s reign but gained some sta- 
ture during foe short rules of his 
successors, Yuri V. Andropov 
and Konstantin U. Chernenko. 
Fmally, in March 1985, he took 
over foe party leadership, and 
change began with die slow speed 
but relentless movements of a 
freight train. 

He began his reform program- 
, me in earnest in 1986, making the 
p terms glasnost — public openness 
on selected controversial topics 
— and perestroika — radical 
overhaul of the economy — 
words known worldwide. 

He freed dissidents from prison 
and freed the press from stifling 
censorship. 

In 1988, be presided over the 
dissolution of the old Supreme 
Soviet, the communists’ rubber- 
stamp national legislature, and 
replaced it with tbe first of several 
new institutions more like a 
Western parliament. 

In 1989, he pulled Soviet 
troops out of war in Afghanistan 
and was elected president. 

Last year, he ended the Com- 
munist Party’s official monopoly 
on power and moved to create a 
stronger presidency. 

He was ousted from power just 
before be was to tie up key details 
of the union treaty, an accord- - 
that would have given strong new 
powers to foomation’s 15 repub- 
lics, further weakening the cen- 
tral government but perhaps 
heading off attempts by some 
republics to secede. 

The great experiment now 
stands in deathly jeopardy. Some - 
parts of it may well be picked up 
by new rulers. 


Reformer Gorbachev replaced amidst economic, political crisis 


MOSCOW (R) — Mikhail 
Gorbachev, who was replaced 
as president on Monday, 
brought sweeping political 
change to the Soviet Union 
and revolutionised Kremlin 
foreign policy, only to see foe 
country brought to tbe brink of 
economic collapse and political 
chaos. 

After six years of peres- 
troika and new freedoms few 
could have dreamed of during 
decades of hardline dicta- 
torship, his popularity has 
been battered by food shor- 
tages, ethnic strife and foe 
struggle to drag tbe economy 
into the modern age. 

The battle over the shift to a 
market economy has highlight- 
ed deep-set divisions between 
reformers and conservatives, 
and left Mr. Gorbachev sitting 
uncomfortably on the fence. 

Internationally, Mr. Gor- 
bachev has altered tbe super- 
power relationship, meeting 
repeatedly American presi- 
dents. He has also boosted 
disarmament, pulled Soviet 
troops out of Afghanistan, and 
joined international conde- 
mnation of former dose ally 
Iraq. 

He has overseen foe estab- 
lishment of diplomatic ties with 
a number o/ ideologically alien 


states, induding South Korea 
and Saudi Arabia. 

In July in London, Mr. Gor- 
bachev met the leaders of tbe 
group of seven leading indus- 
trial democracies but failed to 
persuade foe United States, 
Britain, Canada, France, Ger- 
many, Italy and Japan to bail 
out bis stricken economy. 

U.S. President George Bush 
visited Moscow in late July for 
a summit meeting that resulted 
in a major arms control agree- 
ment which Mr. Gorbachev 
said means foe cold war will 
never return. 

Mr. Gorbachev paved the 
way for German unity by 
allowing a peaceful revolution 
in Eastern Europe in which 
hardline communist regimes 
were successively dismantled 
and the Warsaw Pact was all 
but dismembered. 

Mr. Gorbachev has also 
presided over the abolition of 
tbe communists’ 72-year 
monopoly on power in the 
Soviet Union, arousing 
vociferous opposition among 
diehard party conservatives de- 
termined to preserve old-style 
communism. 

In foe streets, foe population 
is increasingly unimpressed by 
his other achievements as long 
as food and basic goods are in 


short supply. 

Strikes, unprecedented in 
the Soviet Union, now under- 
mine industrial production. 
Tbe Kremlin leadership was 
jeered during foe 1990 annual 
May Day parade in Moscow's 
Red Square. 

Nationalist ferment is bub- 
bling in foe country's fringe 
republics. 

His domestic political re- 
forms included the creation of 
a multi-party system, and 
changing the constitution to 
give real power to foe parlia- 
ments in Moscow and the 15 
republics. 

After four years as Com- 
munist Party chief, a post he 
assumed on March 11, 1985, 
Mr. Gorbachev became presi- 
dent of his country in May 
1989, providing himself with a 
solid legal basis and indirect 
popular mandate for his pow- 
ers. 

Four months later he purged 
the ruling politburo of hardlin- 
ers after sweeping more than 
100 old-timers from foe policy- 
making party central commit- 
tee.' 

He reinforced his authority 
in 1990 by being appointed 
executive president, at the 


same time pushing the party 
slightly to one side in a bid to 
block any organised resistance 
to bis reforms. 

Having taken power at tbe 
age of 54, foe youngest Krem- 
lin leader since Josef Stalin, 
Mr. Gorbachev quickly im- 
pressed his countrymen and 
foe outside world with his 
vigorous but informal style of 
leadership. 

Tbe result was a ferment 
unmatched in Soviet life since 
the times of Nikita Khrush- 
chev. who denounced Mr. Sta- 
lin in 1956 and. like Mr. Gor- 
bachev, encouraged a cultural 
than which led to the publica- 
tion of outspoken books and 
more frankness in the press. 

As the scale of Mr. Gor- 
bachev’s ambitions' became 
dear, so did the extent to 
which his policies met resist- 
ance in the vast party and 
government bureaucracy and 
deep-rooted apathy among 
millions of Soviet people. 

From foe summer of 1986 
on, he increasingly filled his 
speeches with attacks on bis 
opponents and pledged no let- 
up in his drive for change. 

He put a premium on unity 
and discipline in the party, 
demonstrated in November 


1987 when he sanctioned the 
• dismissal of Boris Yeltsin as 
chief of the Moscow city party 
for apparently being too 
zealous. 

For many people the most 
visible aspect of Mr. Gor- 
bachev's rule was his crack- 
down on drink. Stiff measures 
to cut vodka output resulted in 
long queues outside liquor 
stores and a boom in illegal 
distilling. 

Mr. Gorbachev embarked 
on street tours of major cities 
and industrial regions where 
his breezy, jotting style — al- 
ways coupled with injunctions 
to work harder — contrasted 
with the images of Gratify and 
old age of previous Soviet lead- 
ers. 

During foreign visits, his 
“walkabouts" among welcom- 
uig crowds produced an enthu- 
siasm dubbed “Gorbymama” 
and nightmares for his security 
men. 3 

Taking the lead in a new 
policy towards dissent, he per- 
sonally telephoned physicist 
Andrei Sakharov, spiritual 
leader of the 1970s dissident 
movement, in December 1986 
to tell him he was being freed 
from internal, exile. 

Mfchail Sergeyevich Gor- 


bachev was born into a peasant 
family on March 2, 1931, in 
a northern Caucasus village 
near Stavropol. He took a law 
degree at Moscow Un iv er a ty 
before returning to work at 
Stavropol, a major agricultural 
region. 

Party chief in Stavropol at 
foe age of 35, he was -sum- 
moned to Moscow in 1978 to 
takecharge of agriculture and 
m 1979 was made a non- vo ting 
member of the politburo. 

Westerners who have met 
Mr. Gorbachev describe turn 
as a highly intelligent man who 
displays a charm and ease of 
manner rare among past Soviet 
waders. His wife Raisa also has 
a self-assurance rarely found 
among previous Soviet “first 
ladies.” 

In May 1990 the Sovfet par^ 
“ament voted him a 160 per 
J?«Pay rise, to 2^00 roubles 
*j,c 80 . a month after _tax, and- 
8®ve aim official residences ■ 
“ear Moscow and in -foe 
Gmuea.' 

He fists his bobbies as read-' 
“S’ music, anemal 

and ’ walking in foe forest. 

Hb daughter Irina, a doctor 
m Moscow, is jnarried to ar 

ftfgeon and has two daugh- 
ters. - •• • rxr 
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Hardliners topple Gorbachev 
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of the Soviet security apjmann— (be 1 
:8GB. teDefc a g fe wawg said the 
Interior iAdany — well** the two 
top cfvdnttt posts nailer Mr. Gor- 
bachev, the doe president and the 
fwtac.jnMMBr.lv. _ 

Pavel VotbcbanQV. -a rpfdLesiBafl 
for Mr. Yduia. s& outside Ac. 
partiament boHding that Mr. Gor- 
bachev bad. bceb-'^dewBoed* 1 at to 
vacation dacha h 1 die Crimea. 

Mr. Yetatov wfeo is Jane won tr 
faraUide election to become tbe fin* . 
popularly elected president hi Rus- 
sia's factory, termed, the-- actions of 
Mr. Yanayev and- others a “coop 
d'etat; vrtucheanonty be called a 
Kase crime." - , .. . ■ 

Re then read a de cree in which he . 
called the hardHncn 1 coanaitses 
J MkflarinfopiC^dMw^l» 
and that ad resolutions passed Iqr the 

dMumttMahotddbepoaridendBlen- 
jd and invalid, and that any officials 
who cany out tfu cbmxmlicc'i orders 
win be prosecuted. 

Thousands of protesters converged 
oo the perbajocnr bmldBng to rests 
any efforts by the Soviet military to 
price the buStfing dr arriest Mr. Yeltsin 
and to vice presi d en t, s Alexander 

Suidcdl. 

. Mr. Yeltsin's office is on the third 
floor of the building, known as the 
“Russian White House. 1 * about two 
kilometres from the Kremlia. 

The demonstr a tors anted bam* 
cades of brides and wooden boards in 
the streets around the bedding. They 
pushed several bloe-and-white trolley 
bases off their e le ctrified lines and 
parked them blocking traffic, accross 
Kalinin Pnwpelu, one of Moscow's 
main four-lane arteries. 

Some m e mb e rs of- the peaceful 
crowd, bolding red, white and blue 
Russian flags, dashed atop the trol- 
ley buses and cheered- in support of 
Mr. Yetaio. 

“The president of Russia got his 
credentials from the people and no- 
body eke^an remove ban from those 
duties.** Mr. Ydtsm told demonstra- 
tors. 

In a statement read fo the Manezb 
Square dem o at r m nm, he sakh “No 
matter what reasons (bey offer to 
justify tins, we are haying a rightist, 
reactionary and umxwsntntiOBal coup 
(PetaL" 

“Pm not going to order my troops 
to shoot Boris Yeltsin,” one military 
commander was quoted as saying. 

It was lmdear whether the coo- 
fronratiom would lead to large-scale 
resistance. 

- : Reports said some internal airports 
around the country were being 
dosed, although airlines said opere- 
hous apparently were normal at Mos- 
cow's mternaxioml airport. 

Mfljtaxy ictiM was reported in 
other Soviet republics. In the break- 
away Baltics,, Soviet: warships re- 
portedly blocked, the main harbour in 
Estonia and tppops xBehced .Lithua- 
nian tdeyisioh and i «d h >. 


the. Baltic region informed the gov- 
ernments be was assuming control of 
. _ their countries and they freed arrest if 
' they resisted, Latvian officials wud in 
. Copenhagen. 

Leaden m all three republics were 
holding emergency meetings and 

appealing for calm. 

Announcers on Leningrad Televi- 
sion read, tire TASS announcement 
and said Leningrad’s reformist 
mayor. Anatoly Sobchak, bad been 
removed. 

Former Foreign Minister Eduard 
She var d na dze, a key architect of Mr. 

Gorbachev’s reform -minded interna- 
tional polices, said the West should 
. move to bock reformers in the Soviet 
Union. 

“What is happening now is a 
tragedy for the West, for die Soviet 
Union and for the East as well." be 
told the Associated Press- 

Some independent Soviet media 
were silenced, and word of the 
takeover came from official outlets, 
such as the TASS news agency. 

As supporters bmh anti-tank barri- 
cades around to headquarters at the 
Russian parliament. Mr. Yeltsin said 
he was taking control of all Sovic! 
government institutions on the terri- 
tory of bis giant republic. 

"Officials carrying out decisions of 
die (State Emergency Committee) ... 
are removed from their responsibili- 
ties. The Russian Federation prosecu- 
tor is to take urgent steps to bring 
these people to responsibility.” Mr. 
Yeltsin said. 

Mr. Yehsin said the powers of the 
Soviet central defence ministry, in- 
terior ministry and KGB would be 
taken over by their Russian Federa- 
tion equivalents. 

The decreet highlighted baftltlincs 
between the union and republican 
authorities, months after Mr. Gor- 
bachev and Mr. Yetsin had appeared 
to settle a cnnftier over powersharing. 

Twelve hours after the shock 
announcement, there were no reports 
of any violence. Eyewitnesses re- 
ported movements of troops and 
armour around the Soviet capital and 
m the separatist Baltic republics. 

Mr. Yanayev told a news confer- 
ence that Mr. Gorbachev had become 
overtired during his wx years in office 
and was resting and recovering his 
health m the Crimea. 

“I should say that Mr. Mikhail 
Sergeyevich Gorbachev is now on 
vacation,” Mr. Yanayev said. “He is 
undergoing treatment in the south cf 
our country. He is very tired after all 
these years, and he will need some 
time to get better. We hope ... he will 
take o ffi c e again." 

Despite Mr. Yanayev s statement 
that the changes do not affect the 
Soviet Union's commitments to re- 
form, the takeover threw into ques- 
tion Mr. Gorbachev’s policies of 
creating a free -market economy, 
granting autonomy to the nation’s 
republics and carrying out arms con- 
trol agreements with the United 
States. 


rant provBC 
Mr. Gorbachev chose him as his 
dpeuty in Decmber, held the main 
power or if he was a figurehead. 

The committee banned disruptive 
demonstrations and strikes in a de- 
cree ibat said disobedient elected 
officials and political parties would be 
suspended. It said a committee would 
be created to establish control over 
the media, TASS reported. The de- 
cree also said a curfew may be neces- 
sary. 

Mr. Gorbachev's ouster set off 
demonstrations and confrontations 
with armoured vehicles in Moscow. 
Thousdans of people who had 
gathered in front of the Moscow City 
Council marched to Manczh Square 
next to the Kremlin, the site of 
previous pro-reform demonstrations. 

A column of tanks and armoured 
personnel carriers drove towards the 
square, where the crowd met them. 


Several hundred people surrounded 
the tanks and dun bed on top of 
many, and some of the tanks hacked 

. . 

At the council, armoured person- 
nel carriers fired blanks to disperse 
demonstrators, but the protesters 
mounted the vehicles without resist- 
ance. Twelve drove away from the 
Kremlin with the protesters still on 
board, waving Russian flags. 

Sources said the overthrow had 
been in the works since Friday. That 
day, a former Mr. Gorbachev aide 
and reformer, Mr. Alexander Yakov- 
lev, bad said publicly that Stalinist 
hardliners were plotting a coup. He 
also resigned from the party. 

The announcement that Mr. Gor- 
bachev had been ousted threw finan- 
cial markets into chaos. Asian and 
European stock prices plunged and 
the dollar and gold rose sharply. On 


Jordan withholds formal comment 


TBe Sbrietptifouy dmunitd^ of * . It was unclear if Mr. Yanayev, 53, a 


I Continued from page 1) 

‘‘Many of the new leaders 
had respect and understanding 
for Jordan’s .position during 
the Gulf crisis,” Dr. Udwan 
said. But he added that the 
sentiment was not reflected 
during the crisis because of 
"other priorities and press- 
ures.” 

A senior Foreign Ministry 
official told the Jordan Times 
that Jordan's position during 
the Gulf crisis and ensuing war 
may in fact contribute to better 
relations with the Soviet Un- 
ion. 

“Jordan stayed neutral. It 
did not join the coalition forces 
against Iraq so it did not place 
its bets on the U.S. and Gor- 
bachev,” said the official, who 
requested anonymity. 

“Other countries in the re- 
gion, traditionally friends of 
die Soviet Union of yesterday, 
bet oo Gorbachev’s horse. We 
did not do that,” he said. 

*T expect we would be 
looked at more favourably by 
this Soviet leadership com- 
pared with others (in the re- 
gion)," he added. 

A major reason for the coup 
was also the status of the 
Soviet Union as a superpower, 
Jordanian officials agree, citing 
a statement made by the new 
leadership of the Soviet Union 
Monday in which it rejected 
taking dictates from outside. 

“This is a dear indication 
that the new leaders will go 
back to pursuing a more inde- 
pendent policy (than Mr. Gor- 


bachev’s) which could only be 
positive for countries of the 
Third World," another govern- 
ment official told the Jordan 
Times. 

On the peace process, the 
officials said that it was not yet 
clear whether the proposed 
conference would be held as 
planned in view of the latest 
developments. 

“The peace conference as an 
idea may not be affected,” an 
official said. 

“But the Soviet Union, 
under the new leadership, 
would want to co-sponsor the 
conference at par with the U.S. 
and not as a junior partner.” 

A senior Jordanian diplomat 
said it would not become clear 
how the new leadership will 
view the proposed conference 
until “we know whether there 
will be a new foreign minister, 
and if so who will be." 

The diplomat, however, said 
that if the new leadership 
chooses to be at odds with the 
United States “we can expect 
an upsurge of regional con- 
flicts. We wil! go back to the 
days of Afghanistan.” 

Another Jordanian official, 
who also requested anonymity, 
said it was still too early to 
predict whether the new Soviet 
leadership will choose a con- 
flicting path with the Amer- 
icans but added that initial 
statements Monday showed 
"that they will pose some 
opposition to the U.S. policies 
both on the Soviet Union and 
internationally.” 


the New York Slock Exchange, the 
Dow Jones average at one point fell 
Dearly 50 points in early trading. 

During his six years in power, Mr. 
Gorbachev eased die Communist 
bold on everyday fife, ended the 
party's official monopoly on power 
and began creating a free -enterprise 
system. 

Mr. Gorbachev helped bring an 
end to communism in die East bloc by 
refusing to support repressive govern- 
ments in die face of popular upris- 
ings. His efforts helped end the 45- 
year cold war with the United States 
and the aimed confrontation in the 
heart of Europe. 

He added the words “perestroika*' 
— restructuring — and “glasnost" — 
openness — to the world's vocabul- 
ary, and won the 1990 Nobel Peace 
Prize for his role in concluding arms 
treaties and ending the cold war. 

. Mr. Yanayev said he was declaring 
the state of emergency "with the aim 
of overcoming the profound and com- 
prehensive crisis, political, ethnic and 
aril strife, chaos and anarchy that 
threaten the lives and security of the 
Soviet Union's citizens and its 
sovereignty, territorial integrity, free- 
dom and independence." 


World stunned; markets in chaos 


l Continued from page 1) 
over almost ewry assumption of 
Germany's foreign policy,” one 
diplomat in Bonn commented. 

Mr. Gorbachev's liberal fore- 
ign policy prompted the collapse in 
Eastern Europe of communism 
and the Berlin Wall, followed by 
the reunification last October of 
Germany. 

Asian governments reacted 
grimly to the news of Mr. Gro- 
bacbev’s ouster, with some going 
into emergency session. 

In Japan, Prime Minister Tos- 
hiki Kaifu summoned his cabinet 
to an emergency meeting. Fore- 
ign Minister Taro Nakayama said 
on television: “As a neighbouring 
country, we feel it is of utmost 
importance that the situation in 
the Soviet Union be stabilised." 

On the financial markets. 
European dealers wiped as 
much as 10 per cent off the value 
of key stock prices and expected 
further plunges after the start of 
trading on Wall Street. 

European Central Bank in- 
tervention foiled to stem the dol- 


lar's rise. It gained six pfennigs 
against the mark and around one 
yen against the Japanese curren- 
cy- 

Oil prices jumped more than $2 
to their highest level since the 
Gulf war because of worries ab- 


out Soviet supplies. The October 
future contract for Brent crude 
oil was trading at $21.55 a barret 
in London- 

Gold, seen as a haven for 
nervous investors, gained nearly 
$4 to trade at around $362.15 an 
ounce. 


Iraq, Libya welcome Soviet change 


^Continued from pa p 1 ) 

Security Council members in con- 
demning Iraq and ordering eco- 
nomic sanctions as well as the use 
of military force against Bagh- 
dad. 

Some Soviet military advisors 
opposed to Moscow’s stance re- 
portedly staved in Iraq during the 
Gulf war. 

Moscow part-sponsored a 
Security Council sanctions-easing 
resolution which was passed on 
Thursday and which Iraq de- 
nounced as imposing impossible 
conditions on its sale of oil to buy 
food and medicine. 

Libyan leader Muammar 
Qadhafi congratulated Soviet 
President Gennady Yanayev on 
taking power from Mr. Gor- 
bachev saying the move was a 
'magnificent act which would res- 
tore Moscow's prestige. 

“The magnificent work which 
you carried out today ... is very 
important in order to restore the 
international prestige of the 
Soviet Union and the pride of the 
Soviet citizen which imperialism 
wished to step upon with its dirty 
feet,” Colonel Qadhafi told Mr. 
Yanayev in a message issued by 
the Libyan news agency. 

He said Libya, a Moscow ally 
since Col. Qadhafi seized power 


in a coup 22 years ago, would 
stick to what he called the “firm 
and historic' ' friendship with 
Moscow. 


Bush ‘disturbed,’ cuts aid 

(Continued from page 1 ) 


contact with senior administra- 
tion officials and Western allies 
seeking additional information. 
“There’s a lot at stake here,” a 
subdued Bush said. 

“What we’ll do is follow the 
events very carefully as they un- 
fold, in order to dete rmin e the 
appropriate response,” Mr. Bush 
said. “We expect the Soviet Un- 
ion to live up fully to its interna- 
tional obligations.” 

More than 270,000 Red Army 
troops in former East Germany 
will continue their withdrawal as 
planned, Soviet military officials 
said Monday. 

Ihe situation in Moscow is 
especially sensitive for the Ger- 
mans because of the Soviet sol- 
diers in eastern Germany, the last 
of which are to be withdrawn by 
1994. Concern over what would 
happen to the withdrawal topped 
German politicians' agenda. 


The Soviet Union had 380,000 
soldiers based in former East 
Germany. 

Last summer after a private 
meeting with Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl in the Soviet Union, Mr. 
Gorbachev agreed to pull out 
those troops and allow Germany 
to be a member of NATO, thus 
removing the final roadblocks to 
Germany unification in October. 

The Soviet military headquar- 
ters in Wuensdorf, near Berlin, 
moved quickly to calm German 
concerns. 

A statement from the West 
group of Soviet froces said that 
plans to withdraw troops from 
eastern Germany by 1994 would 
not be affected by the develop- 
ments in the Soviet Union. 

“The withdrawal will continue 
as planned,” the statement said, 
adding that all Soviet units based 
in eastern Germany would con- 
tinue their mission in a “normal” 
fashion. 


- i.l-T 
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America’s role in Mideast could be undercut 


. (Coatfooed from, page 1) - - 
hartHmets had .opposed Mr. Gor- 
bachev’s foreign policy and the mait- 
■zy anbUtoml'k known to be 
pro-Arab. . 

.1 JORtaauq and Palestinian special- 
ists in Soviet affairs expect the 
donges m the Soviet leadership to at 
kart pot a stop what they view as a 
slide do wnw ard in the Arab and 
particafaBty the Palestinian negotiat- 
ing position- . 

“the U^. has so far been steering 
dw otiose of the . process in its own 
had » frraeTs favour with Soviet 
support. Now it wffl have to do that 
without Soviet backing,” said Qaes 
Abtinl- Karoos* , Abu LaBa, of the 
pBagtog-baged Democratic Front 
for tin Liberation of Palestine, which 
bad Btotuied close ties with the 
tradinqoal jBcytet .leadership. 

PLO. officials fno^iar with the 
backgronnd af the new Moscow lead- 
ership. -expect - a riertinc in Soviet 
lews* imn^ratioh to Brad nor only 
because of martial law, wfakh was 
taposedhydte government, but also 


henmw some of the new leaden bad 
expressed public objection to Jewish 
mrangration in the past. 

.* Other Jordanian experts on Soviet 
affairs, however, expressed a more 
cautious attitude towards the de- 
velopments. 

“It is premature to be optimistic. 
The conflict had not been won yet,” 
said Dr. Hisham Ghassib. who has 
delivered several lectures on the poli- 
tical system in the Soviet Union over 
the last few years. 

In Dr. Ghasrib's view. Moscow’s 
ability to reassert its influence in 
international politics will depend on 
the new leadership's success in offer- 
ing solutions for the difficult political 
and economic problems that plague 
the Soviet Union and its ability to 
keep the union from disintegrating 
and bring about democratic reforms. 

“The new leadership cannot avoid 
political and democratic reforms if it 
realty wants to regain the support for 
its Communist principles, including 
its foreign policies which had promp- 
ted Moscow to support national li- 


beration movements in the past," said 
Dr. Ghassib. 

The danger of the new Soviet lead- 
ers not pursuing democratisation. 
according to both Dr. Ghassib and 
Dr. Hamainch. lies in that right-wing 
pro-Western movements will just de- 
velop and spread under the surface 
and then suddenly forcefully backfire 
against the regime. 

“The example of the failure of the 
Polish dictatorship in suppressing 
Solidarity (the opposition labour 
movement) is still very valid," said 
Dr. Hamarneh. 

T he refore, if the new leadership in 
the Soviet Union succeeded in main- 
taining the unity of the country and 
bolding to power without gaining real 
popular support the reassertion of a 
Soviet pohey more symaptbetic to 
Arab interests will be short lived. Dr. 
Ghassib and Dr. Hamarneh warned. 

In the i mm e di ate term — again, 
barring a civil war and heavy Western 
interference — the changes in the 
Soviet Union are expected to prompt 
the U.S., Europe and even the U.S. 


aflies in the Arab World to reconsider 
their position on the peace process. 

“The U.S. might reconsider its 
tactics which were based on its com- 
plete monopoly of the process,” said 
Jamil Hilal. head of the PLO's in- 
formation office in Tunis and a prom- 
inent Palestinian writer. 

Mr. Abu Laila, who is based in 
Damscus, does not outnile the possi- 
bility that the U.S. will now introduce 
new terms for Soviet participation in 
the peace conference to undercut 
Moscow’s role. 

At the same time, both Mr. Abu 
Laila and Dr. Hflal expea Europe, 
esp ec ially France, to find a chance to 
reassert a more significant role in the 
region, which has been dominated by 
the U.S. 

Analysts do not expect the new 
Soviet leadership to immediately 
challenge the U.S. trying to restore its 
status as a superpower and its influ- 
ence in die Middle East. They expea 
Moscow to pursue what they term as 
an initially soft policy until it consoli- 
dates its power. “But the nature of 


the doemstic policy wifl definitely be 
reflected on its foreign policy,” points 
out Dr. Ghassib. 

* He and other analysts ate the new 
leadership's opposition to free market 
economy as an indication of “foreign 
policies which are freer and indepen- 
dent from Western and American 
influence.” 

“But it’s not dear if the new 
leadership is really ready to restore 
the principles of internationalist com- 
munism and challenge the West,” Dr. 
Ghassib said. 

In the meantime, most analysts 
agree, the overthrow of Mr. Gor- 
bachev will cause a shakeup in the 
so-called new international order, 
raising questions about die West and 
particularly the U.S.' policies towards 
the Third World, particularly Palesti- 
nians and Iraq. 

“This shakeup will be in our favour 
if it leads to a reassessment of the 
double standards that the West has 
adapted in dealing with the problems 
of tiie region and the Third World, 
including lifting the embargo against 
Iraq,” Mr. Aba Laila said. 





IRAQI JORDAHIAN 
LAND TRANSPORT 


Tender No. 7/91 
Sale Of Used Semi-Trailer 

Iraqi Jordanian Land Transport Company intends to sell 

(236) used semi-trailers of Krone and Nootebome types 

manufactured in 1981-1982. 

Related Information: 

1. Custom duties unpaid. 

2. Offers can be submitted to buy one, or all. 

3. Semi-trailers can be checked and inspected at the 
company’s garages in Aqaba, Jordan, starting 
August 21, 1991, 

4. Copies of terms, conditions, and technical speci- 
fications can be bought for the sum of (100) 
Jordanian dinars (JD), non-refundabie, from the 
company's main offices in Amman between 4th and 
5th Circles, Jabal Amman, during official working 
hours (0800-1430) starting 21/8/1991. 

5. Closing date for submitting offers 21/9/1991 (1200 
hrs). 

Dr. Shaker Mahadin 

Director General 
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I THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE REUABLE 


PACKING, An FREIGHT 
FORWARDING. DOOR-to 
DOGS SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES , CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AMD. RESERVATIONS. 


/AMIN KAIMAR&SONS 

TEL. 604676 604696 



IReatlrSalt _ 

r Many viHas and apartments 
are available for rent ana 
sale - furnished or unfur-| 
rfshed. 

Also many lots of land are) 
available for sale. 

For further details, pi 

call 

lAbdonn Real! 



|TeL aiW 0S. 810809, 

I Ipaac * 10520 . 


KUBjurri ^ 

■ The flfit* best 
-Chinese Restaurant 
. In Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabai Amman, near 
‘ AMyyah Girts Sctoot 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p-m. 

7dJ0- Midnight 

• TeLm&8 



Amman’s 

exclusive gift shop 

Italian shoes, 
leather goods, 
perfumesjighters, 
watches,pens, 
silverware; 
porcelain,, 
crystalware etc. 


Shmeissni - Grindfays Bank Bldg. 

Tut. 669 4S7 

' CHEN’S V 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barteque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 618214 

Come and laste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 

p.m. 

< 6:30 - Midnight > 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
-1 Hour Servidb 
-Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:* 

• JUMBO photo 
jte 30% iarpmr 
P From •nlarys- 
20 m 30 am 


Shmeisam - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 - 
Swefieh td: 623891 


LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALLSOHA 

AT 


OOj^QQ! 


Saudi Real Estate 
687821/22 



CROWN 
INT’L EST. 

Packing, shipping, 
forwarding, storage, 
clearing, door-to-door 


•'•or’ the ■(ifst'^time '.jn . Jordan : 


The Wffifcus 

Russian 

TV * sfiaun y in 5:30 ■ mi Jb 30 p.m j 
TU Ai Ah - the UrJvertity 
Hospital fridge 





MANDARIN RESTAUR^ 


Special Chinese Foods 
Skilled Chinese Chefs 

jptyai LUP-JL-.V) dt 6.-OU-JI-JO cfcuiy| 

Wadi Saqta Hoad 
near PhltadalphiB Hotel 

[Til. SSI 922, Amman 

•act Tested 

cPife==“=5= 




[ The First Class Hotel ih 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room..! 


IIAIfOTEL 

(l^sqlfls 


Amman - Tel. 668193 
P.O.' Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 

Expatriates and 
Businessmen 






77W Regency Potexx Hotel 




LOUNGE 














iaba dethrones U.S. as Pan 
kmerlcan Sanies champions 


raanerica 

HAVANA (R) — The Pan 
Astv;rcan Gaines ended, on Sun- 
day with hosts Cuba dethroning 
United States as the gold 
champion for the first 
'.I cince the inaugural games 40 
;-Ci’.rs ago. 

After starting the final day one 
gold medal behind the United 
States, Cuba's boxers ensured an 
historic victory by winning 11 of 
the 12 gold medals in boxing. 

Their arch-rivals the United 
S rates won the other boxing gold 
medal. 

During the Aug. 2 to 18 com- 
petition between the 39 nations of 
the western hemisphere, Cuba 
v-on 140 gold medals to die Un- 
ited States 130. 

The two countries, Cuba with a 
population of just 10 million and 
ti-c United Slates with a popula- 
tion of 250 million, were die only 
rations to whi more than 100 gold 
medals. Canada finished third 
with 22 gold medals. 

It was the first time the United 
States had lost the gold medals 
race since Argentina won the tide 
at the inaugural games in 1951 
when the United States sent only 
a small team, competing in only 
15 of the 21 events. . 

“Cuba was America's sporting 
Vietnam,” one Argentine jour- 
nalist commenced. 

The United States had the con- 
solation of winning the most med- 
als overall taking 352, with Cuba 
second on 265 and Canada third 
with 126. 

The gold medals win was a 
major political triumph for presi- 
dent fidel castro as be struggles to 
hold the Caribbean island 
together as me of the world's last 
Orthodox Communist nations. 

There had been scepticism ab- 
out whether Cuba, which is under 
siege economically because of a 
U.S. trade embargo and declining 
aid from former East European 
allies, could successfully stage the 


games, let alone dethrone the 
United States as the gold medals 
winner. 

But Mario Vasquez-Rana of 
Mexico, president of the Pan 
American Sports Association, 
said the games went off “perfect- 
ly" and had been remarkabley 
free of ill-will. 

“If I had to rate the games 
organisation on a scale of one to 
ten I would give Cuba 15 (fif- 
teen),’* be told reporters on the 
final day. 

Many top American athletes 
missed the games to compete in 
other international events tike the 
World Athletics Championship in 
Tokyo later this month but even 
their absence could not detract 
from the Cuban juggernaut. 

They outperformed the Amer- 
icans in events traditionally 
dominated by the United States 
like athletics, canoeing and 
weightlifting and even won their 
first ever gold medal in swim- 
ming. 

There was even misery for the 
United States in the sports they 
invented like baseball and basket- 
ball where the Americans had to 
be content with just bronze med- 
als. 

To make matters worse, the 
U.S. were knocked out of the 
gold medal contest in men’s bas- 
ketball and baseball by Puerto 
Rico, an American territory with 
a population of just 3.5 million. 

Puerto Rico went on to take 
the gold medal in Basketball 
beating Mexico but lost the gold 
medal to Cuba in baseball. 

The games also marked the end 
of a 42-game winning streak by 
the U.S. women's basketball 
team which also won only bronze. 
In another major upset Cuba beat 
the United States in water polo. 

There were some consolations 
for the United States as their 
skeet shooting team set the only 


LOCAL SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Jordanian table tennis team in Syria 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Jordanian national table tennis team 
Monday left for Damascus to take part in the 12th Arab Table 
Tennis Championships. The championships, which will be held 
over a period of 10 days, begins Tuesday with 16 Arab countries 
participating. The Jordanian delegation will also attend the 
meetings of the Arab Table Tennis Federation's general assem- 
bly, due to held during the same period. 

Iff to hold open championship 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jordanian Tennis Federation (JTF) will 
organise a mixed doubles Open Tennis Championship which will 
start on Aug. 24 at the federation's courts at Ai Hussein Youth 
City. The championship will be open to playeis of all nationali- 
ties, according to the federation spokesman Mohammad Al 
Sukhun. He said players wishing to take part in the championship 
could register their names at the federation or could call 
f- ephoae 682796 before next Saturday. 


Korda routs Ivanisevic for 
Volvo International title 


NEW HAVEN, U.S. (AP) — 
Petr Korda took advantage of 
weary and side Goran Ivanisevic, 
pouncing on his weak second 
serves in the second set to von the 
Volvo International for his first 
tournament triumph. 

“f got hicfcy because Goran 
was tired,” Korda said, after the 
6-4, 6-2 victory. 

Korda had a brief scare. When 
has was leading, 5-2, with Iva- 
nisevic serving , he stumbled Into 
the net hustling for a drop shot 
and aggravated a left ankle in- 
jury- . ^ 

“All I thought is, 'come on, 
you have to keep playing,’*' he 
said. 

Korda continued and ran off 
four straight points as he finished 


the tournament without losing a 
set. 

Korda was exuberant, drop- 
ping to bis back, running to shake 
hands with Ivanisevic, then going 
into the stands to hug his coach, 
Vladimir Zednik. 

“It’s, unbelievable," Korda said 
about ending the winless drought. 

Ivanisevic, who had been 
pounding 120 mph (193 kph) 
serves throughout the tourna- 
ment, had trouble breaking the 
110 mph (177 kph) mark Sunday. 

“I didn’t have any power,” he 
said. “I felt dead. I couldn’t do 
anything." 

Ivanisevic said he felt weak at 
breakfast, but it wasn't until the 
match wore on that he felt sick. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
S TANNAH HJHSCH 
91991 THbtma Madta SorvfcM. Inc. 

READ 

North-South vulnerable. East 
deals. 

NORTH 

* 10 7 4 

VKQ3 

0 Q 10 9 6 
*10 8 4 

WEST EAST 

*853 * A Q J 9 2 

762 7 J 10 9 6 

,• J 9 4 3 2 V 6 

£-652 4 A J 3 

SOUTH 

• K 6 

9 A 8 7 4 
v A K 7 
4KQ9 7 
The bidding: 

East Sooth West North 

L 9 Obi Pass 2 v 

Pass 2 NT Pass 3 NT 


Opening lead: Three of 4 

“What b the correct lead from 
three low cards in a suit partner has 
bid?" a reader. There are those 
who support the lead of top-of- 
nothing. others who like the lowest, 
and some who prefer the middle. 
The most distasteful, in our opin- 
ion, is the middle card. Most experts 
favor the lead of the lowest, but the 
top card has a legion of adherents 
No lead is perfect, as this hand from 
a team match demonstrates. 

At both tables the final contract 
was three no trump, on identical 
auctions. South's double followed by 
a bid in no frump showed a hand too 
strong for an immediate one-oo- 


THE LEAD 
trump overcall. 

At the first table, West led a low 
spade. That marked East with a 
five-card suit and declarer was quick 
to take advantage of that knowl- 
edge. East inserted the nine of 
spades, taken with the king. Since 
the intermediate spots in diamonds 
.made that suit more promising than 
hearts to bring in four tricks, declar- 
er cashed the ace and long and. 
when East discarded a dub an the 
second round, declarer ran the suit 
with the help of a marked finesse of 
the ten. 

East could discard another dub 
with ease, but on the last diamond 
was compelled to duff a spade. Now 
declarer knew it was safe to lead a 
chib, and the defenders could score 
only three spade tricks and the ace 
of clubs. 

At the other table the lead was the 
eight of spades, and the play started 
out as before, with East making the 
same three discards on diamonds. 
Fearing East might have started 
with six spades, declarer dedded to 
rely on a 3-3 heart split and. as a 
result, could come to only eight 
tricks, since East's fourth heart was 
now a winner. 

Declarer should, perhaps, have 
read the distribution and found the 
winning line. With a good six-card 
suit. East might have seized the op- 
portunity to bid two spades over two 
diamonds, but with minimal values 
that action was by no means dear- 


world record of the games and 
the Americans continued their 
advance in football winning the 
gold medal against a much- 
depleted Mexican side. 

The only two major incidents 
during the games both involved 
baseball which probably sent a 
shiver through the organisers of 
next year's Barcelona Olympic 
Games where for the first time 
baseball will be a full medal 
sport. 

In the worst on-field violence 
in the history of the games, Cana- 
da and Mexico's baseballers 
fought a wild brawl during a 
qualifying match in the fust week 
which resulted in both coaches 
being taken to hospital. 


In the other incident, the man- 
ager of the U.S. team was expel- 
led from the game during the 
semifinal dash with Puerto Rico. 

The most-photographed event 
of the games was President Cas- 
tro presenting medals to Amer- 
ican athletes and saluting die Star 
Spangled Banner, an action he 
had probably never done since 
coming to power in 1959 in a 
revolution that earned him die 
undying enmity of American gov- 
ernments. 

In a fitting finale to the games, 
Cuba, which bad won the first 
gold medal in the marathon, also 
won die last gold medal when 
their men's volleyball team beat 
Brazil. 



FINAL MEDALS TABLE 

HAVANA, The final medals table at the end of the Aug. 2 to 18 
Pan American Games' in Cuba Sunday. 

Country Gold Silver Bronze Total 







Cuba 

U.S. 

Tanadii 

Brazil 

Mexico 

Argentina 

Colombia 

Veneznela 

Puerto Rico 

Chfle 

Jamaica 

Surinam 

Trinidad 

Costa Rica 

Dom Rep 

Guatemala 

Nicaragua 

Ecuador 

RahamiK 

Uruguay 

Panama 

Bolivia 

Peru 

Virgin Is. 

Guyana 

Haiti 


M 

SBrtr 

Bronze 

Total 

140 

62 

63 

265 

130 

125 

97 

352 

22 

46 

59 

127 

21 

21 

37 

79 

14 

23 

38 

75 

11 

IS 

29 

55 

5 

15 

21 

41 

4 

14 

20 

38 

3 

13 

11 

27 

2 

1 

7 

10 

2 

1 

5 

8 

1 

2 

1 

4 

1 

1 

— 

2 

1 

— 

1 

2 



5 

4 

9 

— 

1 

5 

6 

— 

1 

2 

3 

— 

1 
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— 

1 

1 

2 

— 
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— 
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1 

— 

1 
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1 

— 

— 
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3 
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2 
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Pete Sampras 

Sampras beats Becker 
in U.S. Hardcourt final 


— ; horoscope 

FORECAST FOR TUESDAY AUGUST 20, 1991 
By 77 »» S. Pierson, Astrologer. CarroH lighter Fo unr^on 
GENERAL TENDENCIES: With ject 

the moon in Capricorn trining to _** awa y • . 

Venus you might want to make a errand and be off and a«y. 

point out of watching what others UBRA: (September 23 to Oooom 
are up to so dial you are sure not to 22) You are able now to n od that 
be over looking anything new of pleasure that brings yon an escape 
importance. from worry and builds up a new 

ARIES: (March 21 to April .9) ££-•»!— 

of your everyday living be they ber 21) Your desire 

official, business or even highly peace and quiet at home is; B“«ed 

personal ifyou avoid making any of tbos* 

^ critical remarks at which you are so 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) adopt „ doing, 
pink out what you haveagreedto SAGnTARII j& (November 22 to 
do with your partners and control o-c-inberZl) This is your moment 
that tendency to go off on some vour efficiency in 

you mud. tremble. JJLu you gS msped of otfien 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) The deseive. 

is your time to actoaBjr *ow tot CApRlcoaN . (December 22 to 
you value the gooo will ofaw 20) You have the need 

arguing with old high hat compan- b*ve 

l ° ns - , _ found the due to security in the 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to current society. 

July 21) Think out what is the best rAMnjs . , jannarv 21 to Febnt-- 

manner when you 

that uige to h*™ 

tambmt one you cant abhfe SS£^t«ariar but mites 
LEO: (July 22 to August 21) what- wbJc | ] cause you real trouble. 

ZLSttSZT'ttJZ PISCES: (February 20 to Maidi. 

mubediougbtful and give othen •&££££££ 

_ . some personal attention to these 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September without comments to 

22) This is certainly your time to Others 
keep attention focused on the pro- 


Seles beats Date at 
Slims of Los Angeles 


MANHATTAN BEACH, Cali- 
fornia ( AP) — Monica Seles beat 
upstart Kimiko Date in the cham- 
pionship of the Virginia Slims of 
Los Angeles on Sunday, but the 
Yugoslav lost her No. 1 ranking 
before she even stepped on the 
court. 

Date, who upset Gabriela 
Sabatini Saturday, was no match 
for Seles, losing 6-3, 6-1. The 
triumph, however, was not 
enough to prevent Seles from 
relinquishing the top spot in 
women's tennis to Steffi Graf of 
Germany. 

Both players, it seemed, were 
victimised by Date's triumph over 
Sabatini, Date because it left her 
fatigued, and Seles because she 
bad to beat someone more for- 
midable than 112th worldwide to 
stay No. 1 

Seles needed to beat Sabatini, 
ranked third, and No. 4 Arantxa 
Sanchez Vicario. The top-seeded 
Yugoslav beat Sanchez Vicario in 
the semifinals, but Sabatini fell in 
three sets to the unseeded Date. 

Seles said she knows she will 


have to earn the top ranking next 
week at the U.S. Open. 

“If I do well at the U.S. Open, 
which is the most important 
tournament for me now, m de- 
finitely be No. 1,” she said. “If 
not, I don't deserve it.*’ 

Date became the first Japanese 
woman to advance to the final of 
a major tournament. 

She got off to a 3-0 lead in the 
first set but faltered after that, 
hurt by Seles’ quickness and her 
own errors. Date committed 38 
unforced miscues during the 71- 
minute match, compared to 
Seles’ 13. 

Seles lost only five points on 
her serve in the second set while 
her opponent dumped forhands 
into the net and hit backhands 
long. 

“She serves good and mixes 
it,’’ Seles said. “She hit winners 
out of nowhere. I needed time to 
adjust to her. At 3-2 when I 
broke her, 1 got used to more of 
ber game.” 

The only game Date won in the 
second set was a stru ggl e. 


INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — Pete 
Sampras won the U.S. Hardcourt 
Tennis Championship Sunday, 
and it was all Boris Becker’s 
fault. 

Becker, the top seed and the 
No. 1 ranked player in the world, 
double-faulted 10 times, includ- 
ing three straight points in the 
(tensive fourth game of the final 
set. 

Sampras, who came in seeded 
fifth, said that was the difference 
in his 7-6, 3-6, 6-3 victory at the 
Indianapolis Sports Centre. 

“Hie match was based on one 
game in the third set," he said. 
“We were even in the first and 
second sets.’’ 

“He played one bad game. He 
handed it to me, and I took 
advantage of it. Then I held serve 
and won the match," said Sam- 
pras, who will use the victory as a 
springboard in Defence of his 
U.S. Open championship, which 
begins a week from Monday. 

Becker, seeking his third U.S. 
Hardcourt title in four years, lost 
the first set on a 7-2 tiebreaker. 
Scolding himself and shouting m 
frustration throughout the second 
set, Becker broke service twee to 
even the match at one set apiece. 

Both players held serve 
through the first three games of 
the third set, and Becker ted 15-0 
with an ace serve before his string 
of faults turned the match to 
Sampras. 

Becker, who had made a 
change of rackets, faulted on 
seven straight serves, then lost 
die game on the next point after 
hitting the ball into the net on 
Sampras’ return. 

“I changed my racket, and the- 
tension was much looser,” Beck- 
er said. “They brought out some 
new balls that were faster than 
the old ones. I figured it out after 


the first two double-faults. But 
after that, I had much fear, and 
that cost me the match. 

“I had chances in the third set. 
but that game changed the 
match." 

Sampras, who moved up to 
sixth in the computer world rank- 
ings with the victory, earned 
$137,500 from a purse of $1 mil- 
lion. Becker got $72380. 

Sampras had a chance to vir- 
tually dindi the match in the 
sixth game of the final set, when 
he led Becker 4-1 and was at 
double-set point. Becker fol- 
lowed with an ace, twice forced 
the game to deuce' and had two 
more aces for a brief reprieve. 

Sampras was on the verge of 
another break in the eighth game, 
but the last two of Becker’s 12 
aces forced the ninth and decid- 
ing game. Sampras, who double- 
faulted only twice all match, easi- 
ly held serve for the victory. 

“I had a couple of set points, 
and be always seemed to come np 
with some big serves,” Sampras 
said.” That's why he’s a cham- 
pion. In the third set, I wasn't 
going to do anything special ... 
just play my game. Fm not saying 
if be didn't do that (doabJe-fanh) 
I wasn’t going to win, but that’s 
the way it goes. I got my breaks 
and took advantage of them.” 

Becker won the only previous 
meeting between the two, 6-4, 
6-4, last year in the semifinals at 
Stockholm. Sampras' only other 
victory this year was at Los 
Angeles. 

**My game gets better the more 
I play,” he said. “I think Fm 
playing better tennis. After losing 
in the first round at Montreal, I 
wasn’t very confident, but I went 
to Los Angeles and got on a roll. 
Fm confident now and looking 
forward to flushing meadow." 


Your birth stone = Ambition 


World HesotRSK- Dajara & Co. Inc 
Jewatars- Gems 


Amman- Rio Do Janeiro 
Amman- Amra HreM- fix', ordu 


THE BETTER HALF 


By Barnes 



'Are you trying to bond over enough to TOUCH your 
toes or just t£ see them?" 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
« by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four Junbtoa, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary wads. 




Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


(Answers tomorrow) 
SNITCH OSSIFY 


Answer He used to be a yes-man, but now when Ns 
wife says no HE SAYS NO, TOO 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 

leadmg world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 

on theLondon foreign exchange and bullion markets Monday. 

..One. Sterling 

L 6240/50 

U.S. dollar 

One dollar 

1.1458/63 

Canadian dollar 

i r — • . . 

1.8230/40 

Deutsche marks 

. - ' ... i ’ ' . . 

2.0530/50 

Dutch guilders 


1.5520/30 

Swiss francs 

' T 

37.41/45 

Belgian francs 

• 1 , \ ' . 

6.1675/25 

French francs 

-■ • • • ' ' . 

1356/1357 

Italian lire 


137.85/95 

Japanese yen 

V r _ : V. - - 

6.5920/70 

Swedish crowns 

S\ . it : * . 

6.0925/75 

Norwegian crowns 


7.0100/50 

Danish crowns 

;One /oinK* of gold 

361.90/362.40 

U.S. dollars 


Tel: 677420 



91 /z WEEKS 

Show; 3:30, 6:45. 10:30 p.m. 

PRINCIPAL 

Show: 5:10. 8:30 p.m. 


vhjoum 


Tel : 67! 


To Be Opened Soon 
Nabil Mashini 
Theatre 

Show: 12J0. 3£3B. &30. 1(00 p.m. 


Foreign cash aid to Algeria 
hinges on report from IMF 


ALGIERS (R) — Foreign fund* 
ing to help Algeria out of its debt 
crisis hinges on International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) approval 
of planned economic reforms, 
Ecomomy Minister Hocine Be- 
nissad said Sunday. 

“We are in the stage of talking 
with banks, financial institutions 
and the European Community 
(EC) to obtain finance. All are 
agreed to provide finance to 
boost out balance of payments 
but they are waiting the IMF 
team report.” Mr. Benissad told 
parliament during debate on a 
mini-budget. 

He said the IMF was due to 
report on an agreement to raise 
prices and limit a suhsidy tax. 
Algeria was commitied under an 
agreement with the former gov- 
ernment to accept IMF condi- 
tions. 

“We have inherited from the 
former government an agreement 
which limits our scope for man- 
oeuvre and this pact contains 
conditions which wc must re- 
spect.” Mr. Benissad told de- 
puties. 

“It imposes firstly that we lift 
price subsidies during the year 
and limit the imposition of the 
compensation tax at the end of 
this year. If the IMF conclusions 
are negative it will reflect a nega- 
tive sign for our creditors, who 
could adopt a non-positive posi- 
tion towards Algeria which will 
have serious repercussion in the 


short term.” Mr. Benissad added. 

If Algeria respected the agree- 
ment, he said, the IMF would 
give the green light for financial 
institutions to go ahead. 

Algeria's foreign debt totals 
525 billion, much of it short term. 
The government ruled out res- 
cheduling despite problems 
caused by falling oil prices and a 
devalued dinar. 

The minister said the govern- 
ment would free prices but would 
also protect the poorest among 
Algeria's 25 million people. 

In March the main rrade union, 
the UGTA, launched the first 
two-day general strike in the 
country's history to protest at 
price increases. Official figures 
showed 80 per cent of workers — 
more than four million — backed 
the call. 

IMF Director-General Michel 
Camdessus visited Algeria in July 
for discussions with the new gov- 
ernment and urged commercial 
banks to help the countty. 

The mini-budget envisages 
raising spending by 55.5 billion 
dinars (S3 billion). Debate on 
changes to the compensation tax 
continued. 

The tax, additional to customs 
tariffs, is levied on most imports 
at between 25 and 100 per cent of 
their value. Revenue goes to a 
fund to help subsidise basic needs 
of the poor. 

Meanwhile the Middle East 
Economic Survey (MEES) has 


reported that Algeria plans to 
boost its crude oil recovery rates 
and earn cash to foreign com- 
panies for a limited period. 

The Nicosia-based oil industry 
newsletter said its detailed 
account of Algerian plans were 
based on explanations by the 
Minister Energy Nordine Ait 
Laoussine. 

It said Algeria does not have 
access to technology and money 
to boost recovery rates at its 
fields — to 30 to 40 per cent from 
the current 25 per cent — and 
would need foreign firms' money 
and technical know-how. 

Recovery rates show the 
amount of oil that could be pro- 
duced from underground crude 
reserves. By using sophisticated 
and costly methods, — like in- 
jecting chemicals into the reser- 
voir — the volume of oil pumped 
could be increased. 

An increase in recovery rates 
unit push production capacity and 
recoverable reserves dramatical- 
ly- 

MEES said oil in place at 
Algeria’s biggest oil field Hassi 
Messaoud is 40 billion barrels and 
at 20 per cent recovery rate only 
eight billion barrels could be pro- 
duced. but if the recovery rate 
was increased to 30 or 40 per cent 
the amoni of oil that could be 
produced would increase by 
another four to eight billion bar- 
rels. 

Foreign companies willing to 


take part in Algeria’s proposed 
scheme would be granted produc- 
tion rights for a certain volume of 
crude for a specific period time. 

“The volume of oil subject to 
the companies* production rights 
would be in some way related to 
the amount of the investment in 
question, the extra output to be 
recovered as a result of the in- 
vestment, and the size of the 
advance payment,” MEES said. 

It said the details of the scheme 
is yet to be worked out. 

“Although he concedes that 
the proposed policy of granting 
foreign companies production 
rights in respect of existing oil- 
fields is a politically loaded issue, 
Mr. Ait Laoussine has no doubts 
that it is very much in the in- 
terests of Algeria from an econo- 
mic standpoint." MEES said. 

Algeria had signed oil explora- 
tion agreement with foreign 
firms, but this is a risky and 
lengthy way of boosting produc- 
tion capacity and reserves, MEES 
said. 

Algerian Prime Minister Sid 
Ahmed Ghozali had recently 
announced that his government 
was prepared to sell 20 to 25 per 
cent of oil output rights at Hassi 
Messaoud oilfield in order to earn 
some foreign curreny, MEES 
said. 

Mr. Ghozali had indicated his 
government hoped to gain S6 to 
$7 billion in advance payments 
for production rights. 


Survey suggests many U.S. banks 
expect to be bought out in few years 


WASHINGTON (AP) — One in 
every six commercial banks re- 
sponding to a survey expects to 
be bought out within a few years 
after Congress passed legislation 
removing 64-year-old barriers to 
interstate banking. 

If that proves accurate, (be 
number of commercial banks in 
the nation, which topped 14,000 
five years go. could shrink 
through mergers and failures 
from 12,250 now to less Than 
10.000. the fewest since the 
1890s. 

According to the survey, re- 
leased by Grantthoijiton, an 
accounting and management con- 
sulting firm. 17 per.gqnt of 
responding banks did not expect 
to survive as an independent in- 
stitution through 1996. 

Twenty-six per cent of the 632 
banks responding, which ranged 
in asset size from $50 million to 
53 billion, sard they expected to 
be on the purchasing end of 
mergers in the next five years, 
while 58 per cent said they would 
not take part in merger activity. 

Many analysts say fewer and 
bigger banks are needed if the 
industry is ro survive increasing 
competition from huge foreign 
banks and other financial service 
providers ranging from brokerage 
firms to insurance companies. 

But, consumer activists and 
bankers at small institutions warn 
that the demise of locally owned 
banks could dry up credit in small 
towns and rural areas, particular- 
ly for small businesses. They also 
wony that reduced competition 
could lead to higher fees for bank 
customers. 

Two large mergers announced 
last month have focused attention 
on the merger trend. Chemical 
Banking Corp.. the no. 6 bank 
holding company, said it would 
join with no. 9, Manufacturers 
Hanover Corp. and, the seventh- 
largest. NCNB Corp. is merging 
with C-and-S -Sovran . the 12th 
biggest. 

The survey results suggested 
that mergers are on the minds of 
bankers at institutions of all sizes. 

In fact, Norman Katz, the 
Granttbomton banking consul- 


tant who supervised the survey, 
said it probably understates the 
proportion of banks expecting to 
be merger targets because partici- 
pants identified their institutions 
on the survey form. 

“Some of them were probably 
reluctanr to admit to it." be said. 
“I would not be surprised of the 
true number was 25 per cent to 30 
per cent." 

Even that may be an under- 
statement of what will happen, he 
said. Respondents could be 
underestimating the acceleration 
that would occur if Congress pas- 
ses legislation removing the last 
vestiges of interstate banking bar- 
riers in place since 1927, he said. 

Sevenry-nine per cent of the 
banks surveyed said interstate 
banking was the most likely of the 
changes proposed by the Bush 
administration to win congres- 
sional approval. 

But support for the measure 
varied widely by bank size. Eigh- 
ty per cent of banks with asset 
portfolios of more than $500 mil- 
lion support it. Only 27 per cent 
with portfolios under $100 million 
favour it. The measure enjoys 
greater support among banks in 
the northeast and west than in the 
midwest and south. 

Meanwhile, 3s a wave of con- 
solidation begins to build in the 
nation’s banking industry, so 
does the human toll. 

Banks have laid off more than 
10,000 workers in the past year 
and more cuts are coming as the 
industry shrinks through failures 
2nd mergers, experts have said. 

The combination of Chemical 
Banking Corp. and Manufactur- 
ers Hanover Corp. is the latest 
example of the costly shakeout 
under way in the banking busi- 
ness. 

The two giants, both struggling 
to shore up shaky loan portfolios, 
said a merger would result in one 
healthier institution. But, they 
admitted, it would also result in 
the loss of about 6,200 jobs from 
a combined work force of 45,000. 
The cuts could be made by the 
end of the year when the merger 
is completed. 

That news followed announce- 
ments of huge layoffs from Citi- 


corp. 17,000. Chase Manhattan. 

5.000 and Fleet-Norstart Corp., 
whose acquisition of the foiled 
Bank of New England may trim 

1.000 jobs. 

There are conflicting estimates 
of total layoffs, primarily because 
many people find jobs with other 
banks across the country, accord- 
ing to interviews. 

Already in the past year, about 

10.000 banks jobs have been lost 
across the country, according to 
an estimate by Samuel Ehrenhalt, 
regional commissioner for the 
U.S. Bureau of Labour Statisics 
in New York, adding jobs cut 
from savings and loans and credit 
unions raises the total another 
6,000, according to the bureau's 
Washington office. 

And the Federal Deposit Insur- 
ance Corp. reported total bank 
employment fell to 1.502 million 
workers in the first quarter of 
1991 a drop of 23,000 from the 
year earlier. 

Bankers are cleaning out their 
desks in the wake of a similar 
purge on Wall Street that fol- 
lowed the 1987 stock market 
crash. Based on the Wall Street 
experience, Brendan Burnett, 
senior vice president of Sullivan 
and Co., estimates about 20 per 
cent of the laid-off banking em- 
ployees will leave the field 
altogether. 

“A lot of folks have gone into 


something that's totally different 
than what they were doing in the 
first 20 years of their careers,” 
said Mr. Burnett, a job relocation 
specialist. 

The axe seems to be falling on 
a wide range of workers, from 
middle management to back- 
office workers who help process 
accounts and securities. 

Most vulnerable are bank offic- 
ers who generate loans on real 
estate, hard hit by the recession, 
and office support staffers whose 
work can be contracted to outside 
companies at a lower cost. 

One growth area is officers 
spedlising in working out trou- 
bled loans for corporate takeover 
or real estate deals, said' Raphael 
Soifer, banking analyst for Brown 
Brothers Harriman and Co. 

Many banks, such as Citicorp 
and Chase Manhattan Bank, 
generally aren’t targeting tellers or 
loan officers in their branches. 
The banks said they don't want to 
diminish the quality of service in 
the branches a key factor in the 
competitive consumer banking 
business. 

Ken Mills, spokesman for 
Chase Manhattan, said “the con- 
sumer bank was hardly hit at all," 
during the bank’s layoffs last fall. 
Most of the layoffs were in the 
bank’s corporate finance, opera- 
tions, and European offices, Mr. 
Mills added. 
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FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

Three bedrooms, one sitting room, dining room, living 
room, three bathrooms and telephone. 

Location: Shmeisani 

Cali tel.: 666680 between 8 a.m.-6 p.m. 


FURNISHED VILLA FOR RENT 

With very good furniture, central heating .telephone and a 
solar heater. 

Location: Tabarbour - Armed Forces Housing Estate. 
Preference to be given to a foreign family. 

Tel.: 776276-665224-665711 


APARTMENT TO LET 

Located in Abdoun; consists of 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, and 
salons. The 200-square metre apartment is first floor. Annual rent 
is JD 6,000 unfurnished and JD 10,000 furnished — the furniture 
is brand new and the apartment is new and has not been used. 
Location: Abdoun. after the Housing Bank, near the Arab 
Cooperation Council (ACC) headquarters. Al Abdullat building. 
Those interested can visit the apartment between 4 
and 6 p.m. or call tel. 666763/824282 In the morning, 
Amman. 


Show: 12:30, 3 JO. 6:15, 8:30. »fc30. 


r Cinema 



Tel: 6251 


TOM SELLECK— IN 

RUNAWAY 


Stow: 3 : 30 . & 30 . 830 p.m. 
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The American Community School announces a new programme 
for 4 and 5 year olds for the 1991-92 school year. The new K-1 
and K-2 class wifi provide a developmental programme with 
appropriate learning activities for each age group. The emph- 
asis will be on presenting creative lessons designed to allow the 
pre-school and kindergarten age child to develop socially, 
physically, emotionally and academically in a positive environ- 
ment. 

Classes will be five days per week from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. A 
reduced tuition and capital assessment rate will apply. Bus 
transportation is available for an additional fee. 

Please contact ACS (813944-6) for additional information. 


Stock prices get knocked 


Gorbachev’s ouster 
kicks op dollar, 
gold and oil prices 


LONDON (Agencies) — Worl- 
dwide stocks plunged while the 
U.S. dollar, gold and oil prices 
surged following word that Soviet 
President Mikhail Gorbachev was 
ousted from power by hardline 
conservatives. 

Ten central banks stepped in to 
calm the foreign exchange mar- 
kets, while at least two European 
stock exchanges suspended trad- 
ing. 

“There is no reason for people 
to panic in terms of the interna- 
tional markets, either the ex- 
change market or the stock ex- 
changes, and I hope they won’t,” 
Britain’s Prime Minister John 
Major told reporters. 

But dealers said trading was 
bectic and volatile throughout the 
world. One London oil broker, 
speaking anonymously, said, “ev- 
erybody’s got chaos al! over the 
place." 

Mr. Gorbachev's replacement 
“is probably the worst possible 
thing to impact on Westren senti- 
ment," said Ian Stephenson, 
head of equity sales at Salomon 
Brothers Internationa! in Lon- 
don. 

Among the hardest hit was 
Germany because of its closeness 
to the Soviet union. The DAX 
stock index dosed down 155.40 
points to 1,497.93. 

In London, the Financial 
Times-Stock Exchange 100-stock 
index tumbled 109.4 points, or 
4.2 per cent, at 2,511.6, by mid- 
day. 

Earlier in Tokyo, the Nikkei 
stock average closed at 21,456.76, 
down 1,357.61 points, or 5.95 per 
cent. The tumble was the fifth 
largest in terms of points lost in 
Nikkei. 

Stocks were also sharply lower 
throughout the rest of Europe 
and Asia, and many traders pre- 
dicted Wall Street would also 
follow suit after trading begins. 

The Milan Bourse, Italy's 
largest stock exchange, sus- 
pended trading in shares of major 
companies to stem the slide in 
stock prices. Many shares had 
been down 6-10 per cent in value. 

In France, trading was sus- 
pended in several shares after 
they fell the foil 10 per cent limit 
in early going. Those suspended 
include the insurance company 
AXA and tire maker Michelin. 

While investors stayed away 
from stocks, markets for the dol- 
lar and gold were thriving. Both 
are considered safe havens in 
times of international turmoil, 
especially amid fears that the 
change in Soviet leadership could 
lead to civil unrest- 

The dollar was higher in early 
New York trading and through- 
out Europe. 

The currency jumped to 1.8230 
marks in Europe by midday from 
1.7605 marks late Friday. 

The mark also fell against other 
currencies as Germany’s close 
proximity to the Soviet Union 
undermined confidence in the 


German curmcy. "Germany is 
the one that will suffer,” said 
David Deakin, foreign exchange 
manager at Nikko Bank (U.K.) 
Ltd. 

Many dealers expressed fears 
that a flood of Soviet refugees 
would seek asylum in Germany. 
More than 300,000 Soviet soldiers 
aie still stationed in former East 
Germany, and they might want 
asylum. 

A: least 10 central banks quick- 
ly engaged in concerted interven- 
tion to stem the dollar's rise and 
support the mark, dealers said. 
Germany's Bundesbank con- 
firmed it sold dollars against the 
mark. 

But dollar sales by rhe centra 1 
banks were said to have bee 
fairly light. "It was just to 
their name in the market,” c 
mented Shani Shamah, a cot 
rate trader at Chase Manhai 
Bank in London. 

The intervention curbed .• 
dollar a bid, but the U.S. curre 
cy was expected to rise furthei 
dealers said. 

Since it would be difficult, if 
not impossible, for central banks 
to buck the impact of such an 
enormous shift in global politics, 
the banks likely would be satis- 
fied with some signs of stability. 

The dollar also soared against 
the British pound, which was 
quoted at $1.6215 compared with 
$1.6610 late Friday. 

Gold opened in London at 
$362.10 per ounce, up $3.85 from 
$358.25 per ounce late Friday. At 
midmorning. bullion dealers 
fixed gold at a price of $360.75. 

In Zurich gold traded at 
$362.50 an ounce by midmorning, 
down S4.55 from Friday’s close of 
$357.75. In Hong Kong, gold rose 
S4.95 to close at $363.33 an 
ounce. 

The dollar closed in Tokyo at 
138.40 yen, up 1.50 yen from 
Friday’s close. 

Meanwhile, oil prices rose 
sharply in extremely active trad- 
ing on the International Pet-- 
rolecm Exchange in ’London onj 
fears that Soviet .ojl. exports! 
would be reduced W Hated ' 
although there were no iipmedi-i 
ate signs of disruptions. 

The Soviet Union is a major 
supplier of gasoil to Europe. 
Gasoil is used mostly for diesel 
fuel. 

The September contract for 
gasoil rose to $218 for 100 tonnes 
from $188 at the previous close. 

North Sea Brent blend, a ben- 
chmark crude oil, for October 
delivery rose to $21.20 a barrel 
from $19.48 a barrel at Friday's 
close. 

In other markets, prices on the 
Tel Aviv Stock Exchange 
plunged S.6 per cent Monday in 
the morning session following the 
removal of Mr. Gorbachev. 

The blue chips index dropped 
to 369.55 points from a close of 
404.37 point Sunday. 


Semi- Furnished Apartment For Rent 

Location; Tte Al AJi. the Jubilee Circle, near Al Wrfaq Garden. 
Specifications: the building is newly constructed, one storey stone 
building (semi-villa). Area: 120-square metres. Consists of 2 bedrooms, 
salon, dining room, kitchen. 2 bathrooms and veranda with small front 
garden, garage, independent entrance. Preferably annual rent. 
Please call teL: 660581 


Full time maid for a small family. 

Call tel.: 660967 


JORDAN TENfilS FEDERATION 

The Jordan Tennis Federation announces the hold- 
ing of mixed double tournament open for all nationa- 
lities and ages. 

The tournament will start on August 24, 1997 at 4 
p.m. 

Registration at the federation court 
Tel.: 682796. 

Registration fees JD 3 p./p. 


IRELAND 

Gateway To The Europe Of 1992 

United (jroup ,2). Invents 

is ready to advise you - and give you any 
consulting you need. 

Please call Mr. Omar Khan from: 
12-2 p.m. and 5-6 p.m. 
(weekdays only) on 820213. 
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Fighting resumes on eve of 
talks on Yugoslavia’s future 


BELGRADE (R) — Fighting re- 
-sumed Monday in a new conflict 
zone which Croatia says is the 
planned frontier of a greater Ser- 
bian state, dealing another blow a 
day before top-level talks on 
Yugoslavia’s future. 

Croatian radio reported re- 
newed clashes in Okucani, 120 
kilometres east of the republic's 
capital Zagreb, where several 
people were reported killed when 
security forces fought Serbian 
guerrillas for two days before a 
lull Sunday. 

It gave no details. 

Guerrillas attacked the Croa- 
tian police station in Pakrac, a 
mainly Serbian-populated town 
25 kilometres to the north. 

“The station is under huge 
attack from every direction," 
police in nearby Bjelovar said. 

Th Yugoslav News Agency 
’''an jug said there was intensive 
ortar shelling and gunfire in 


nearby towns along a main road 
leading north to the Hungarian 
border. 

All the flashpoints are in 
hitherto tranquil western Slavo- 
nia, an ethnically mixed area 
-where local Serbs declared their 
autonomy from Croatia last 
week. 

. Federal army units moved 
tanks into the troublespots and 
army jets strafed Croatian posi- 
tions Saturday. Croatia said Mon- 
day four soldiers, three members 
of the Croatian forces and at least 
12 guerrillas had been killed at 
the weekend. 

West Slavonia links up with the 
Serbian-held enclave of Krajina 
south of Zagreb. Croatia says 
Serbia, which it accuses of direct- 
ing the guerrillas and the army, 
wants these areas to form its new 
western borders if federal Yugos- 
lavia collapses. 

Two days of talks on the future 


shape of Yugoslavia are due to 
open Tuesday, involving the 
federal presidency and the more 
powerful presidents of Yugosla- 
via's six republics including 
adversaries Fran jo Tudjman of 
Croatia and Serbia's Slobodan 
Milosevic. 


An adviser to Tudjman saw 
little chance of progress." I don't 
know what can be negotiated as 
long as Serbia wants to create 
greater Serbia," he said at the 
weekend. 

Stipe Mesic, a Croat who chairs 
Yugoslavia's eight-man collective 
presidency, hinted Sunday he 
might resign if the army did not 
curb its activities. 


Monday's fresh fighting spelt 
failure for a latest plea for peace 
Saturday night, when the pres- 
idency urged the waning sidtt to 
stick to a tattered ceasefire it 
declared on Aug. 7. 


'inmen kill 12 in Pakistan court 


whdABAD (R) — Gunmen 
a sj fire outside a court in 
I5east Pakistan as 10 murder 
cts were being led out, kill- 
Vt least 12 people, an official 
n 

even of the accused, three 
•olicemen and two onlookers 
died in the blaze of gunfire out- 
side the special terrorist court in 
the Punjab dty of Gujranwala. 
Pakistan Press International 
(PPI) reported. 

Several people, including one 
policeman, were injured in the 
daylight attack. 

Three gunmen appeared to be 


involved in the killing, the official 
said by telephone. 

Most of the dead were on trial 
for a village murder in the special 
anti-terrorist court. 

The accused were being 
escorted out of the court building 
to a police van to be taken to 
prison after a hearing when the- 
gunmen struck. 

No motive was given im- 
mediately for the killings. 

The massacre, the third in Pun- 
jab in recent weeks, would in- 
crease pressure on Prime Minis- 
ter Nawaz Sharif to deal with a 
crime wave in his home province. 


Opposition cries foul 
in Mexican elections 


MEXICO CITY (R) — Opposi- 
tion parties on the left and right 
cried fraud in mid-term elections 
Sunday seen as a plebiscite on 
current economic policies and a 
test of the government's pledges 
of democratic reform. 

The irregularities, denounced 
by the two leading challengers of 
the Institutional Revolutionary 
Party (PRI), were typical of those 
experienced in past elections and 
included the stealing of ballot 
boxes, failure to open polls in 
some places and lax checking of 
voteri’ identities. 

PRI sources said the opposition 
was exaggerating the irregular- 
ities to embarrass President Car- 
los Salinas de Gortari, who has 
espoused his commitment to 
clean politics. 

But the complaints, including 
over 500 lodged by the conserva- 
tive National Action Party (PAN) 
in the central state of San Lois 
Potosi, highlighted the govern- 
ment’s inability to hold elections 
that are anything but controver- 
sial. 

The PRI, the longest ruling 
party outside of the Communist 
world, has repeatedly been ac- 
cused of rigging federal and state 
polls to maintain its grip on pow- 
er. It has won almost every major 
election since it was created 62 
years ago. 

Electoral reforms, including 
new voter roles and identification 
cards, transparent ballot boxes 
and a new federal electoral insti- 
tute, were approved by congress 
last year to ensure that the vote 
would be free and fair. 

. But according to Ricardo Pas- 
coe Pierce, chief spokesman for 


the centre-left Democratic Re- 
volution Party (PRD), the re- 
forms amounted little more than 
window dressing. 

“Everything is the same... only 
it has been aggravated by die fact 
that there have been so many 
promises by the government that 
this wouldn't happen and it has 
turned out to be very dirty in- 
deed." Mr. Pascoe said. 

“We believed they'd be decent 
elections but the fact of the mat- 
ter is they were not,” said PAN 
spokesman Alberto Loyola. 

Apart from widespread irregu- 
larities. Mr. Loyola said die poll 
had been marred by at least one 
outbreak of violence when sus- 
pected sympathisers ran off with 
ballot boxes in the PAN stron- 
ghold of Leon in central Guana- 
juato state. 

In the southeastern state of 
Oaxaca, where Mr. Pascoe said 
less than 30 per cent of the polling 
stations bad been opened three 
hours after they were supposed to 
be, the PRD was also considering 
a call for annulment. 

Asked about the complaints of 
ballot-rigging, Rafael Garcia 
Garza, chief spokesman for the 
Federal Electoral Institute, said 
that there were “reports of some 
incidents which are being clar- 
ified." 

The ballot was for all 500 con- 
gressinal seats, half the 64 seat 
Senate and six state governors, 
marked the first nationwide elec- 
tions since 1988 when Mr. Salinas 
was elected with a mere 50 per 
cent of the vote. 

It had been seen as a test of 
support for Mr. Salinas' econo- 
mic reforms- 


Mob actions cause concern 
about Haitian democracy 


PORT-AU-PRINCE. Haiti (AP) 

— Mob intimidation of the courts 
and legislature are causing 
apprehension about President 
Jean- Bertrand Aristide's populist 
brand of democracy. 

“The arbitrariness of mob rule 
can destroy our budding demo- 
cracy, which must be synonymous 
with the rule of law," said Jean- 
Claude Bajeux, a prominent 
Socialist. 

.Last Tuesday, about 1,000 
activists fr om slum organisations 
laid siege to the legislative palace, 
looted and burned the offices of 
two dissenting groups and 
roughed up a lawmaker. 

They threatened other legisla- 
tors with the "flaming necklace” 

— death by a burning car tire 
around the neck — unless they 
stopped trying to censure Rene 
prevai, Mr. Aristide’s prime 
minister. The legislators went 
home. 

At the end of July, a court 
quickly tried Roger Lafomant, 
deposed dictator Jean-Claude 
puvalier’s security chief, and 21 

collaborators on charges of 
attempting a coup in January. 

Mr. Aristide, who took office 
in February, said he wanted jus- 
tice to be swift and severe. 

In this case, all defendants 
were convicted in just 24 hours 
and nearly all were sentenced to 
life at hard labour, although jur- 
ists say the maximum under law 


was 15 years. 

Activists from the slums had 
threatened the judge if Mr. 
Lafontant, who led the Tonton 
Macoute terror network, and the 
others were not convicted. 

Many Haitians were appalled 
and embarrassed. Jean-Jacques 
Honorat, a prominent human 
rights activist, called it "a parody 
of justice, which the public saw as 
a shame for the Haitian judiciary 
and the country as a whole." 

President Aristide, a 38-year- 
old Roman Catholic priest, has 
denied any role in the mob ac- 
tions or threats, but has not expli- 
citly condemned them. 

A government statement last 
Wednesday criticised the attack 
on the legislature only mildly, 
describing it as contrary to Mr. 
Aristide's efforts to build a peace- 
ful society with respect for human 
rights. 

In a speech to student activists 
Aug. 4, the president defended 
the use of popular pressure. 

He indicated that if the judge 
bad not been threatened, Mr. 
Lafontant might not have re- 
ceived a life sentence. 

Mr. Aristide embraced libera- 
tion theology as a priest and 
advocated "active non-violence.” 
He helped lead a grass-roots cam- 
paign against the Duvaiier dynas- 
ty, which ruled this imporvnsbed 
Caribbean nation for three de- 


After two mass murders at the 
end of June and early July, he 
cancelled an important state visit 
to Japan to handle the criminal 
and political violence in Punjab 
and southern Sind. 

He has since enacted tough 
new laws to increase police pow- 
ers to tackle crime and pledged to 
stamp oat violence by pubtidy 
hanging convicted criminals tf 
necessary. 

On Sunday, the government 
set up 11 more special courts that 
are empowered to hold secret 
trials and' must com p lete each 
case within 30 days. 


S. Korean 

soldier 

jumps 

to his death 


SEOUL (Agencies) — A South 
Korean soldier, shouting slogans 
rafting for Korean reunification, 
jumped in flames to his death 
from a provincial university 
building, a hospital spokesman 
and witnesses said Monday. 

Private Sohn Sok-Yong, 21, 
who was on leave, doused himself 
with paint thinner, ignited it and 
jumped from the top of a four- 
storey building in Taegu Uni- 
versity, 235 kilometres southeast 
of Seoul, witnesses said. 

“I contribute myself to reunify- 
ing my homeland,” the witnesses 
quoted Mr. Sohn, a former spe- 
cial education student in Taegu 
University, as shouting when be 
jumped from the building at 
around midnight Sunday 

Mr. Sohn was taken to the 
Keimyung University Dongsan 
Hospital where he died about five 
hours later, a hospital spokesman 
said. Police were investigating the 
exact cause of death. Students 
were guarding the body of Mr. 
Sohn, who bad been conscripted 
into the army, in the hospital 
mortuary. 

A series of violent anti- 
government demonstrations by 
students demanding the govern- 
ment allow an inter-Korean rally 
for reunification, including a 
march from North to South down 
the peninsula across the heavily , 
fortified border, engulfed South 
Korea last week. 

Nine young South Koreans hn- ! 
molated themselves earlier tins 
year in anti-government protests. 

Meanwhile five police were 
found guilty Monday of beating a 
student to death earlier this year, 
an incident that plunged the gov- 
ernment into crisis and triggered 
seven weeks of the most violent 
protests since 1987. 

In delivering the sentences — 
none more than 3V4 years — 
Seoul district criminal court 
Judge Park Jun-Su said the court 
considered the killing of student 
Kang Kyung-Dae unintentional. 


Australian 
state bans 
guns after 
8 killed 


U.N. team to study Cambodian truce 


Croatia has vowed to bold on 
to Okucani and to Kijevo, an 
isolated village in Krajina which 
guerrillas said Croat forces must 
quit by Tuesday or be “devas- 
tated.” 

Two powerful bombs also ex- 
ploded overnight at a Jewish 
community centre and cemetery 
in Zagreb, but no one was hurt. 
The Croatian government conde- 
mned the bombings as attempts 
by terrorists — a term it usually 
uses for Serbian guerrillas — to 
blacken its name. 

Some of Croatia's 600,000- 
strong Serbian minority say they 
fear an independent Croatia 
would be similar to one installed 
by the Nazis in World Wax II. 

More than 200 people have 
been killed in clashes between 
Serbs and Croats, the two biggest 
ethnic groups, since Croatia and 
Slovenia declared independence 
from Yugoslavia on June 25. 


BANGKOK (AP) — A United 
Nations team prepared Monday 
to study how the world body can 
strengthen a declared truce in 
Cambodia’s 12-year war, a U.N. 
official said. 

The team, sent by U.N. 
Secretary-General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar at the request of Cam- 
bodia’s warring factions, will visit 
areas controlled by the guerrillas 
and by the Vietnamese-installed 
government in Phnom Penh, the 
official said. 

The team of 12 military and 
civilian experts is to assemble in 
Bangkok late Monday, said the 
official, who spoke on condition 
of anonymity. 

The team is led by Gen. 
Timothy Dnbuaraa of Ghana, 
military adviseT to Mr. Perez de 
Cuellar . Gen. Dubuama headed 
a U.N. team that concluded in 
May that an informal Cambodian 
truce which began on May 1 was 
generally being adhered to. 

Analysts say by the issue of moni- 
toring the truce has intensified in 
recent weeks as both sides allege 
serious violations. 

Son Sana, leader of the Khmer 
People's National Liberation 
Front and acting president of the 
three-part guerrilla coalition, has 


protested alleged attacks on his 
group in a letter to Mr. Perez de 


The four Cambodian factions 
signed a formal agreement June 
24 ratling for a truce and a halt to 
receiving arms supplies from 
foreign countries. The resistance 
had received arms principally 
from China, while the 
Vietnamese-installed government 
had been Soviet-backed. 

Gen. Dubuama s current mis- 
sion is to betp the U.N. chief 
decide, among other things, the 
size of the U.N. force nettled to 
monitor those agreements. 

He will also look into other 
military matters, including tire 
Cambodians' request for help in 
clearing the country of hundreds 
of thousands of land mines. 

The U.N. official said the team 
is expected to be in Phnom Penh 
for a week starting Friday. The 
group will also visit bases in or 
near Thailand run by tire guerrilla 
groups — the Communist Khmer 
Rouge, the forces of Prince Noro- 
dom Ranariddh and Mr. Son 
Sann's group. 

. The U.N. team leaves for New 
York on Sept. 4 to report back to 
Mr. Perez de Cuellar. 

The Hun Sen government in 


Azerbaijan welcomes 
Gorbachev’s removal 


SYDNEY (AP) — Military 
assault weapons were banned in 
New South Wales stale Monday 
in the wake of a shopping centre 
rampage in which eight people 
were killed by a man neighbours 
called “quiet and maybe lonely.” 

State Premier Nick Greiner 
told a news conference it was 
ridiculous for weapons that can- 
not be imported into otheT states 
to be available in New South 
Wales. 

Police said Wade John Frank- 
um, a 33-year-old taxi driver, 
stabbed a 15-year-old girl to 
death in a coffee shop at the 
Strath fie Id Plaza to start Saturday 
afternoon’s 10 minutes of car- 
nage. 

He then pulled a military- 
style, semi-automatic rifle out of 
a postal-pack cyclinder tube He 
shot and killed four people in the 
coffee shop, including the owner, 
and two others as he fled to a 
roof-top parking area. 

After peppering a nearby train 
station with bullets, injuring 
several more people, he briefly 
took a woman hostage. But he 
inexplicably let her go, saying 
“I'm sorry,” as ire left the car. 

The woman then heard a single 
shot behind her as Mr. Frankum 
shot himslef in the head. He died 
instantly. 

Police said they have no motive 
for the man who had no known 
criminal record and had not been 
receiving psychiatric treatment. 

"It's hard to figure out,” a 
police officer who was not identi- 
fied told a news conference Sun- 
day. 

Police said they found a large , 
collection of violent magazines 
and books at his apartment. ' 
Among them was American 
Psycho, a controversial novel by 
American author Bret Easton 
Ellis that graphically details a 
serial killer's life. 

Six people out of an estimated 
dozen injured remain hospital- 
ised, all in stable condition. Six of 
those murdered — two men and 
four women — died at the plaza. 

A 47-year-old woman died about 
eight hours after the shooting. 

One victim was in Sydney visit- 
ing her cancer-ridden father in a 
nearby hospital. Another, 15- 
year-old Roberta Armstrong, had 
just entered the coffee shop to 
visit a friend when Frankum stab- 
bed her, leaving the foot-long 
(30-centimetre) knife in her 
body. 

Robertson Kan Hock Voon, 
53, who was killed by Mr. Frank- 
um on an escalator, was leaving 
the plaza after photocopying 
material for his daughter’s art 
project. 


NICOSIA (R) — The president 
of the Soviet Republic of Azer- 
baijan welcomed the removal of 
Soviet President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev Monday and said Mos- 
cow’s foreign policy would not 
change, the Iranian News Agency 
(IRNA) reported. 

Ayaz Mutalibov, who is visiting 
Iran, told the agency Mr. Gor- 
bachev’s dismissal was "the natu- 
ral consequence of the policies 
that had brought chaos into the 
Soviet Union during tire past few 
years.” 

“We welcome tire develop- 
ments in the Soviet Union," he 
said, adding that they would not 
affect Soviet foreign policy or 
have a negative impact on Azer- 
baijan or its predominantly Mus- 
lim population. 

“Far from damaging the rela- 
tions between our two countries, 
the current relations will further 
develop," IRNA qnoted Mr. 
Mutalibov as saying. 

Iran has made no official reac- 
tion to the fall of Mr. Goibachev, 
ousted by a right-wing state 
emergency committee in what 
Russian President Boris Yeltsin 
described as a reactionary coop. 

But Tehran Radio said in a 
commentary: “While the nature 
and depth of the recent develop- 
ments have not been made entire- 
ly dear, they cannot be taken as 
tiie Soviet Union’s return to its 
Stalinist past.” 


It said reformists were likely to 
put up serious resistance against 
Mr. Gorbachev's removal from 
power. 

Tehran-Moscow ties were 
transformed in the six years Mr. 
Gorbachev was in power. 

Iranian leaders hailed Mr. Gor- 
bachev for granting religious free- 
dom to Soviet Muslims and pull- 
ing the Red Army out of Afgha- 
nistan where Muslim rebels have 
been fighting the Soviet-backed 
government for 12 years. 

Economic ties have been grow- 
ing and Tehran took delivery last 
year of a first batch of advanced 
MiG-29 fighter planes from Mos- 
cow, which was Baghdad's main 
arms supplier during the 1980-88 
Iran-Iraq war. 

On Sunday, Iranian Foreign 
Minister Ali Akbar Velayati cre- 
dited Mr. Gorbachev for the im- 
proved Tehran-Moscow ties. 

“Mr. Velayati said since the 
coining to office* of Mikhail Gor- 
bachev, Iran and the Soviet Un- 
ion have witnessed steady im- 
provement in their relations,” 
IRNA said. 

Mr. Velayati was speaking af- 
ter signing an agreement with Mr. 
Mutalibov to open new check- 
points to facilitate cross-border 
visits. 

Iran's border with tire Soviet 
Union in Azerbaijan region re- 
mained open Monday, IRNA 
said. 


Czechoslovakia reinforces 
border with Soviet Union 


PRAGUE (R) — Czechoslovakia 
Monday decided to reinforce its 
Eastern frontier with the Soviet 
Union following the removal of 
Soviet President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev, the Interior Ministry 
said. 

“We must be ready in case 
there is an exodus of the Ukrai- 
nians.” President Vaclav Ha^el 
told a press conference. 

The 90 kilometres frontier with 
the Soviet Union, virtually un- 
guarded by Czechoslovakia be- 
fore the fall of the Communist 
regime in late 1989, has been 
reinforced in the past to check a 
possible influx of refugees fleeing 
the Soviet Union. 

“According to information we 
have there does not seem to be 
any imminent danger of an ex- 
odus into Czechoslovakia,'' Mr. 
Havel's spokesman Michael Zan- 
tovsky added. 

He said that Czechoslovakia 
has been in contact with Poland 
and would liaise with Hungary to 
coordinate their action. 

“The wheel of history cannot 
be turned back. We are con- 


vinced the demoeractic develop- 
ment in the Soviet Union is irrev- 
ersible and that the democratic 
forces shall eventually prevail,” 
Mr. Havel told reporters. 

“The developments in the 
Soviet Union cannot make us 
recall the sad historical events 
that took place at this time more 
than twenty years ago," he said, 
referring to the Soviet-led inva- 
sion of Czechoslovakia in 1968. 

He said be was relieved that 
there were now no Soviet troops 
in Czechoslovakia. Soviet troops 
completed tbeir pullout two 
months ago. 

“I am convinced we are not 
threatened by any immediate 
danger," Mr. Havel said. “Our 
international position is firm and 
the process of the radical political 
and economic reforms cannot be 
reversed." 


Phnom Penh wants only a small 
group of U.N. monitors. The 
largest guerrilla group, the 
Khmer Rouge, said in a broad- 
cast monitored in Bangkok Mon- 
day that it wants an initial force of 
500 to 700 monitors that would 
increase to 10,000. 

The Khmer Rouge radio said it 
was vital that a U.N. monitoring 
force be sent as soon as possible. 
It suggested earlier that an 
alternative would be for a tran- 
sitional U.N. authority to be sent 
“straightaway.” 

The Cambodians are to recon- 
vene peace talks in Thailand next 
week that will involve the Sup- 
reme National Council, a nation- 
al reconciliation body of guerrilla 
and government representatives. 

The parties remain far apart in 
negotiations over a U.N. Security j 
Council peace plan that envisions j 
U.N.-supervised elections, but ! 
Cambodian Foreign Minister Hor j 
Nam Hong Iasi week indicated ; 
readiness to make concessions. 

The Cambodian government 
was installed following a Viet- , 
namese invasion in 1978 to oust 
the Khmer Rouge, under whose 1 
1975-78 rule some 1 million 
Cambodians died from execu- 
tions, famine and unrest. 


Gorbachev 
removal 
sends chill 
through 
Vatican 


An Interior Ministry spokes- 
man told the Cze choslovakian 
News Agency (CTK) that a joint 
crisis staff of tire foreign, defence 
and interior ministers, would 
meet later m the afternoon. 


SZOMBATHELY, Hungary (R) 
— The replacement of President 
Mikhail Gorbachev Monday sent 
a dull through Vatican officials 
who worried it could slow down 
hard-won gains for religious free- 
dom in the Soviet Union. 

“It also appeared to put info 
doubt the possibility that the 
Pope, now on a trip to Hungary, 
would, visit the Soviet Union next 
year. 

Vatican chief spokesman Joa- 
quin Navarro- Vails said the Pope : 
was informed about events in 
Moscow when he woke in 
Budapest. 

He asked aides to get as many 
details as possible while he flew 
to Szombathely in western Hun- 
gary for an open air mass. 

‘The only thing I can say now 
is that we hope that the process of 
reform which began a few years 
ago and has brought about so 
many positive realities — not 
only in eastern and central 
Europe but also on an interna- 
tional level — will continue,’' Mr. j 
Navarro-Valls said. 1 

The spokesman said the Vati- 
can treasured the legislative re- 
forms m the Soviet Union which 
“have allowed the exercising of 
the basic right of human beings — 
freedom of conscience.’’ 

The Pope made no immediate 
public comment on the news. 

Like the United States and 
other Western countries, the 
Vatican has invested much hope, 
in Mr. Gorbachev’s reforms and 
his political survival. 

Since Mr. Gorbachev became 
Soviet leader in 1985, the Soviet 
Union and the East Bloc have 
experienced a religious renaiss- 
ance and spiritual revival. 

For the staunchly anti- 
communist Polish-born Pope the 
changes in the East Bloc were a 
personal victory. 

Since his December 1989 meet- 
ing with Mr. Gorbachev, the first 
between a pontiff and a Kremlin 
leader, ties between the Vatican 
and Moscow have improved dra- 
matically. 

The four-million-member 
Ukrainian Catholic Church was 
allowed to worship openly 

The Roman Catholic bishops' 
hierarchy in Lithuania was re- 
established, the Soviet Union was 
carved up into dioceses, Moscow 
received its first Catholic 
archbishop and the Vatican and 
the Kremlin exchanged ambassa- 


lOODQI 


Japanese live 
longest 


Reports of Gorbachev’s replacement stun Asian leaders 


TOKYO (AP) — The oiister of 
Soviet President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev could have enormous 
ramifications for Asia, from the 
future military balance in the 
region to U.S. ties witb China. 

Deep concern about Soviet in- 
stability was reflected in Asian 
stock markets, which tumbled 
Monday as investors panicked. 
Share prices dove nearly 6 per 
cent in Tokyo and even more in 
other Asian markets. 

Official reaction from Asian 
governments was muted as they 
scrambled to get information on 
developments in Moscow. 

The Japanese cabinet con- 
vened in emergency meeting 
Monday evening, and Foreign 
Minister Taro Nakayama said he 
was seeking clarification from his. 
embassy in Moscow. 

"I strongly hope that the lead- 
ership change will not influence 
the positive policies of peres- 
troika and nefr thinking diploma-, 
cy,” said government spokesman 


Misoji Sakamoto. 

Philippine President Corazon 
Aquino, who has weathered 
seven attempted coups herself, 
said she viewed events in the 
Soviet Union with “grave* con- 
cern." 

“We hope that the pro g ress 
towards world peace — very wel- 
come and great strides — 
achieved under the leadership of 
President Gorbachev will con- 
tinue to be preserved and en- 
hanced further,” she said. 

In Islamabad, Pakistan, Mus- 
lim insurgents struggling to top- 
ple the Communist-style govern- 
ment in Afghanistan said Mr. 
Gorbachev's ouster could derail 
attempts to end the war in their 
homeland. 

“Those wire invaded Afghanis- 
tan are again in power ami they 
won’t be saying it was a mistake," 
said Masood KhaliK. a spokes- 
man for Jamiat-E-Islami, or Party 
of Islam. He referred to Mr. 
Gorbachev’s often repeated claim 


that the Red Army’s invasion of 
Afghanistan in December 1979 
was a “bleeding wound.” 

The Soviets withdrew in Febru- 
ary 1989 under a U.N. -brokered 
accord, but Moscow continues to 
provide military and humanita- 
rian aid to Kabul. 


A Pakistan Foreign Ministry 
official , speaking on condition of 
anonymity, said that talks for a 
final settlement between the 
Afghani resistance groups and 
the Soviets may be “down the 
drain.” 

But China, which brutally sup- 
pressed pro-democracy move- 
ments with a military crackdown 
in 1989, might welcome the re-, 
turn of conservative Soviet hard- 
liners to power. 


China's hardline leaders in pri- 
vate have described Mr. Gor- 
bachev as a traitor to socialism, 
and Washington might be pressed 
to improve relations with Peking 
if Gorbachev's ouster leads the 


U.S. government to perceive a 
greater Soviet military threat, 
analysts said. 

“China will play this card, you 
can bet that,” said Robert Broad- 
foot, alf investment risk analyst 
based in Hong Kong. “It plays 
nicely into China's hands, no 
matter how you look at it." 

Analysts said Mr. Gorbachev’s 
departure could derail Soviet rap- 
prochement with several neigh- 
bouring countries, including 
Japan and South Korea. 

Takayuki Ito, analyst at the 
Slavic Research Centre in Sap- 
poro, northern Japan, said Mr. 
Gorbachev’s ouster would com- 
plicate negotiations on a long- 
standing territorial dispute be- 
tween Tokyo and Moscow pre- 
venting the two countries from 
signing a World War n peace 
treaty. 


the end of the war on Mr. Gor- 
bachev. 


South Korean officials said 
they feared Mr. Gorbachev’s de- 
parture would derail rapproche- 
ment after decades of cold war 
estrangement. 


Li the Philippines. Mr. Gor- 
bachev’s removal was expected to 
influence debate over the future 
of the U.S. military presence, 
pie lease on Clark Air Base and 
Subic Bay Naval Base expires 
Sept. 16 and a new lease is up for 
a Philippine Senate vote. 


TOKYO (AP) — For the fifth 
straight year, Japanese of both 
sexes can expect to l ive l onger 
than anyone else, according to a 
government report. Japanese 
women born in 1990 are expected 
to live an average ago of 81.81 
years, the report said, up 0.04 
years from the previous year. 
Japanese men, however, lost 0:06 
years from their life expectancy, 
which stood at 75.86 years last 
yer, said the report compiled by 
the Ministry of Health" and Wet 
fare. Life expectancies are calcu- 
lated by projecting how long peo- 
ple born in a particular yearcan 
expect to live. Japanese women 
have had the world’s longest life, 
expectance for six consecutive 
years. The report said Swiss 
women had the second highest 
life, expectancy at 80.70 years in 
1987-89, ahead of Sweden, 
France, and the Netherlands. 
Male life expectancy has been 
hi gh est in Japan for five years..;. 
Sweden followed at 74.79 years in 
1989, followed by Iceland, 
Switzerland and the Netherlands, 
in that orders. The share of 
Japanese who will Eve past age 80 
has doubled in the part 30 years 
— 46.7 per cent of the men and 
67.7. per cent of the .women born 
in 1990 are expected to live past 
80, the report said. The three top 
causes of death forJapanese were 
cancer, heart ailments and 
strokes. -" 


Transplant patient 
gets another heart 
after mismatch - 


SEATTLE, Washington (R) — 
An Oregon man who received a 
mismatched heart last week be- 
cause of a hospital mix-op is in - 
critical but stable condition after 
undergoing a second heart trans- 
plant operation Sunday. “Tbc pa^ 
dent received the new heart in a 
four-and-a-half hour operation 
that began at 2:30 a.in. (0930 
GMT). The surgeons say it is an 
excellent match,” Oregon Health 
Sciences University. Hospital 
spokeswoman Marcia Williams 
s(id. Last Wednesday, the hospit- 
al's surgeons accidently trans- . 
planted a heart from a donor who 
was blood type A into the patient 
who is blood type O — an incom- 
patible match. Ms. Willi ams told 
Reuters the mistake was caused _ 
by "an error in communication 
during tiie (organ) procurement 
process.” Oregon doctors were . 
able to stave off rejection of the 
transplanted heart while they 
waited for a second compatible ~ 
donor heart to become available. 
"Everybody is very relieved that 
the transplant has taken place 
and the patient is doing well,” 
Ms. Williams said. 


Teen’s tongue 
gets stuck 
to freezer 


ALTOONA, U.S. (AP) — ' A 
toddler helped ber 14-year-old 
nude get out of a sticky situation 
when his tongbe got stuck to the 
inside of a freezer. "I was in tire 
freezer looking for something to 
eat, and I bent over to yell at her” 
or trying to climb into the re- 
frigerator, Duane Della said of 
his 2-year-old niece, Melissa Gar- 
man. When Della bent over, his 
tongue got stuck to the bottom of 
the freezer. “I was breathing hot 
air to melt the ice,” he said. That 
didn t work, so he told Melissa to 
drag her high chair to the tele- < 
phone, climb up, get the receiver 
and bring it to him, be said. He 
dialed 911, the number used for-* 
emergencies. “We couldn’t 
understand what he was saying," • 
one officer said of the call Friday. 
Resoiers finally came and poured - 
warm water on Della’s tongue to 
nee him. He was shaken up but 
didn’t have to be hospitalised, 
pohee said. ' ; 




Soviet cannibal 
caught in Uzbekistan 


MOSCOW^) — a man who >? ^ - 
c f ca P ed nom a psychiatric bospit- 
al two years ago after killing and ' 
eating seven women has been 
“Ptureti in the Central Asian 
Republic of Uzbekistan. a news- ^*^ 
gger reported Saturday. NikofaT 1 # 
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Tokyo had pinned hopes for 
regaining at least part of the 
territory seized by the Soviets at 
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